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WERE WE WRONG?
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Eleven weeks ago we began our annual fund drive for $40,000.

To date: we have received $13,500.

We had expected, by this time, at least $20,000.

Result: we are obliged to revise our estimates, and the creditors
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have revised theirs. The magazine's financial troubles are mount-

ing dangerously

We don't mind admitting errors when we make them: but we
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hate to admit we were wrong in evaluating your support.

Were we?

i

=

Jhe fditora.

IR

=
e

e i i e

Two weeks' notice is required for change of address. Notification sent to NEW MASSES rather than to the post offige will give the best results.

Published weekly by THE NEW MASSES, INC., 104 East Ninth Street, New York 3, N. Y. Copyright 1943, THE NEW MASSES, INC. Reg. U. S. Patent Office.
Washington Office, 945 Pennsylvania Ave.,, N.W, Drawings and text may not be reprinted without permission. Entered as second-class matter, June 23, 1926, at
the Post Office at New York, N. Y., under the act of March 3, 1879. 8ingle copies 15 cents. Subscriptions $5.00 a year in U. S. and Colonies and Mexico. 8ix
months $2.76; three menths $1.60; Foreign $6.00 a year; six months $3.26; three months $1.76. In Canada $6.00 a year, $3.60 for six months, U. S. money;
single copies in Canada 20c Canadian money. Subscribers are notified that no change in address can be effected in less than two weeks. NEW MASSES welcomes
the work of new writers and artists. Manuscripts and drawings must be accompanied by stamped, addressed envelope. NEW MASSES does not pay for contributions.

VOL. LI, No. 2 209



THE GOP’S PRO-FASCISTS

By JOHN L. SPIVAK

LMOsT everyone has heard of the Re-
publican Nationalist Revival Com-
mittee. \Its influence on the Republi-

—can Party has been justifiably publicized
since it is leaving a profound impress on
the national and international policies of a
major American party which is out to
capture the Presidency and control the
Senate and House of Representatives in
this fateful year in world history. Yet this
Nationalist Revival Committee is a very
mysterious organization. It is as mysterious,
in fact, as the Citizens USA Committee,
which operates out of unlisted offices in
Chicago’s Loop and whose activities I de-
scribed in last week’s article.

Behind the Republican Nationalist Re-
vival Committee looms the figure of Col.
Robert R. McCormick, publisher, of the
Chicago Tribune. Officially there is no
connection, yet the political objectives of
the two coincide remarkably. And while
the head of the Revival outfit insists he has
nothing to do directly or indirectly with
McCormick, Earl Southard, who, in-addi-
tion to running the Citizens USA Com-
mittee, is on the executive committee of
the Nationalist Revival group, is in con-
stant communication with McCormick.
The Revival Committee has received con-
siderable publicity in the Chicago T'ribune
and some months-ago started a drive for
signatures to place Colonel McCormick’s
name on the Illinois primary ballot for the
GOP Presidential nomination.

The Revival Committee, whose public
meetings have been addressed by US
Senators and Congressmen, is an off-
shoot of the Citizens USA Committee. It is
run by Capt. William J. Grace, a Chicago
lawyer, who with Earl Southard originally

operated the Citizens Keep-America-Out-

of-War Committee in the days when it
worked closely with the America First
Committee. Behind the Keep-America-
Out-of-War Committee were Avery
Brundage and William R. Regnery, both
of whom, with Henry Ford, were among
the original directors of the America First
Committee. Brundage and Ford were
dropped because they were widely credited
with pro-Nazi and anti-Semitic sympathies.

Today Southard, who is a close friend
of Lindbergh and Chicago representative
of Gerald L. K. Smith, runs the Citizens
USA Committee in the same building at
82 West Washington St., Chicago, where
the Republican Nationalist Revival Com-
mittee has its offices. Directly across the
street are the law offices of Captain Grace
who directs the Revival Committee.

The Nationalist Revival group was
formed in April 1943, for the announced
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purpose of making the Republican Party
“nationalist.” I assume it just happened to
be the same month in which Colonel
McCormick, Gen. Robert E. Wood, for-
mer head of the America First Committee,
and Charles A. Lindbergh, employed by
Henry Ford, held a number of secret con-
ferences, including some with men re-
garded as the personal representatives of
Charles E. Coughlin. Southard sat in on a
number of these sessions. General Wood
has denied participating in them. These

conferences were part of a vast conspiracy
to launch a nationwide campaign for a
negotiated peace with Germany simultane-
ously with the opening of the second front
in western Europe. ES
Grace, as chairman of the former Citi-
zens Keep-America-Out-of-War Commit-
tee, sent out, on his personal stationery, the
call which gave birth to this “nationalist”
body, on April 30, 1943. Ostensibly the
call was for a mass meeting in Chicago to

be held May 20, 1943, in defense of Amer-

One of the thirty un-Americans indicted for sedition as agents of Hitler's world conspiracy
is Lawrence Dennis. He is shown here at the Nazi party congress in Nuremberg in 1937
beside Baron Ulrich von Guenenth, former secretary of the German embassy in the United
States and ex-head of Nazi Gestapo operations in this country. Dennis, regarded as the "in-
tellectual" leader of American fascism, was a frequent contributer to the American Mercury
when it was edited by Paul Palmer, now an editor of Reader's Digest, for which magazine
Dennis has also done special work. Captain Grace, head of the Republican Nationalist Revival
Committee, admitted to Spivak that he has corresponded with Dennis since Pearl Harbor and

may even have conferred with him.



Capt. William J. Grace, secretary and directing head of the Republican Nationalist Revival
Committee. He, like Earl Southard, is a former lllinois state commander of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars. That organization is dishonored by their continued membership.

ica First. The chief speaker was US Sen.
Gerald P. Nye of North Dakota, and the
announced purpose of the meeting was “to
start the 1944 campaign right now.”

The meeting was quite successful and
was the first of a long series at which nu-
merous speakers, not all of whom were as
distinguished as the Honorable Senator
from North Dakota, appeared. Among
the speakers were persons like Gerald L.
K. Smith (who has got money from
Ford) and Rep. Stephen A. Day, who
wrote a nice propaganda book for Flanders
Hall, a publishing house organized, financed
and directed by a paid Nazi agent. At the
meeting, which organized the Revival
Committee, Captain Grace announced:
“This is your meeting. . . . Nobody has
put up the money to take care of its ex-
penses. Therefore no one can dictate what
shall happen at this meeting. . ..”

This sounded like good, old-fashioned
Americanism. It would be swell—if it were
so. The facts, however, are somewhat dif-
ferent: (1) Captain Grace conferred not
only with Earl Southard, who participated
in the secret conferences, but with Law-
rence Dennis, the “brains” of American
fascism, who is now under a federal in-
dictment charged with conspiracy against
the United States. (2) The propaganda
spread by the Republican Nationalist Re-
vival Committee tends to create disunity
among the three chief Allies fighting Hit-
ler. Who is paying for it all is shrouded in
a heavy veil of secrecy. (3) This outfit,
which is influencing national and interna-
tional affairs through its influence on the

]

Republican Party, does not even keep a
list of  its members. It merely offers a
“front” of officers and an executive com-
mittee. On this “front” are William H.
Regnery and Earl Southard, both old bud-
dies in the pre-war propaganda which
hampered American preparations for de-
fense. (4) This committee, which operates
as an American political movement, keeps
no records so that the American people
may know who and what are behind its
intensive propaganda drive. (5) Captain
Grace wants a negotiated peace with Ger-
many.

There are many things that I could say
about this organization, but, perhaps it
is best to let its “front” leader do the talk-
ing. Captain Grace is a stocky man with a
graying, mousey moustache, blue eyes set
behind gold-rimmed glasses and black hair
combed straight back. In moments of be-
fuddlement, which I found not too rare,
he extends both hands outward. Grace’s
office at 77 West Washington St. contains
a desk and a number of spacious club
chairs, all of which are practically invisible
because of the terrific heap of papers, pub-
lications, letters and brief cases which lit-
ter them. His secretary told him that a
newspaper man from New York wanted to
see him, and when I was ushered in he
beamed and grasped my hand with the
enthusiasm of a Tammany politician greet-
ing a voter on election day.

“Welcome!” he boomed.
Glad to see you!”

“My name’s Spivak,” I introduced my-
self. “I’'m from the NEw MassEs.”

“Come in!

'7)

“Ive got nothing to hide!” he ex-
claimed, throwing his arms wide apart. I
stared at him a bit startled at the unex-
pected reaction.

“I’m sure of that,” I said finally. “I’m
interested in the growth of nationalist sen-
timent in the Middle West and since
you’re one of the leaders in developing it
I thought I’d get your views.”

“Oh,” he said, eyeing me uncertainly.
He took off his glasses and rubbed his nose.
“Well, of course. Naturally/ Have a chair.
Here, take this one. It’s mare comfortable.
Yes, of course. I want my guests to be
comfortable. Midwest courtesy, you know,
ha! ha! Do you want some paper to take
notes? Here, let me make some room for
you on my desk—”

He shoved a truckful of papers aside
and bowed me into a chair.

“Nationalist sentiment has always been
here,” he began in a flow of words which
sounded as if he had repeated them so
often that they flowed on automatically.
I did not ask a question for several min-
utes. He just talked. “It’s a consciousness of
an independent, self-reliant nationalism
which can stand on its own feet—make its
own way—without feeling that we have
to consult with anyone else.”

AFTER the first gush his sureness evapo-

rated. He began to grope for words
and thoughts as if trying to clarify in his
own mind what nationalist sentiment is.
For some ten or fifteen minutes, spurred by
only an occasional question from me, he
tried to explain it. I asked why it was more
prevalent in the Middle West than in the
South, for instance, and that one gave
him a little difficulty. Finally he hit on the
explanation that, “I would off-hand say
that the South feels friendly towards Eng-
land because England helped her in the
Civil War.”

Since I did not want to go back to the
Civil War, I dropped this line of question-
ing. “Can you tell me the difference be-
tween a nationalist and an international-
ist?” I asked gently.

“Sure!” he boomed. “A nationalist is a
nationalist and an internationalist is an in-
ternationalist!”

“Now that sounds reasonable,” I agreed.
“But, could you give me something a little
more definite! You see, I got to explain
your views to my readers and they’re not
too bright. They might not see how simple
it really is.”

“Well, now let me see,” he said rub-
bing his nose and trying to explain things
so NEw Massks readers could grasp them.
“A nationalist is a man—you see—now,
a nationalist is a man who believes Amer-
ica can carve out an independent indepen-
dence. See?”

I opened my mouth, but he shushed me
with a motion. He was formulating a
thought and did not want to be disturbed.

“Now, that’s almost like the words
Lindbergh used, but just because Lind-
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bergh used them does not mean they’re not
good words. They mean a lot.”

“Anybody can see that,” I said, care-
fully writing down his answer verbatim.
“Now that we’re over that hurdle would
you be good enough to tell my readers what
an internationalist is?” .

GRACE took off his glasses, sighed and
rubbed his moustaghe again with a
forefinger.

“Certainly,” he said agreeably. “Why,
it’s as simple as—well—an internationalist
is a person who does not believe in the
Declaration of Independence.”

“That’s clear enough even for my read-
ers,” I agreed. “But they’re not too bright,
you know, and I’m afraid they’ll get the
idea that there’s something in the Declara-
tion of Independence which states that an
internationalist does not believe in the
Declaration. Is there?” '

“That’s not the point,” he said. “May-
be I don’t make myself clear. An interna-
tionalist is 2, man who believes that we de-
pend upon other countries for security. But
we don’t need other countries. We’re self-
sufficient. Get it?”

“That sounds clear,” I agreed. “But
how would you explain international eco-
nomic interdependence?”

“Now, just a minute,” he said protest-
ingly, chiding me with a forefinger. “Let’s
get this straight. Are we talking about eco-
nomics or politics?”’

“I thought politics were greatly influ-
enced by economic relationships,” I apolo-
gized.

“I don’t know anything about that,” he
said, shaking his head. “I’m talking politics,
not economics. Let’s stick to politics. I’m
interested in the political situation.”

“Aren’t they related somewhat?”

“Why,” he began vaguely, groping for
words. “Maybe—in a way—I never
thought it through.”

For the next ten minutes or so we
talked about how he launched the Nation-
alist Revival movement, how Illinois can
go to the Republican convention with a
large block of delegates sworn to national-
ism and, joined with nationalist delegates
from other states, affect the convention and
its choice for President.

“Who are among your chief associates
in this movement?” I asked.

“P. H. Moynihan is chairman. He’s a
former Congressman.”

“What’s his business?”

“Well, now, I don’t know exactly. He
has some business interests. I think he’s in
the paving game.”

“Who else?”

“James Cullen is very active.”

“What’s his business?”’

“Oh, he’s active in Republican Party
politics, been active for a long time.”

“I know, but what’s his business? How
does he make a living?”

“I don’t know. He’s in several busi-
nesses. What they are I don’t know. I
think he’s in the real estate or real estate
appraisals.”

“You mean you are working with peo-
ple in a movement to influence the course
of American and world history by influ-
encing the Republican Party and you don’t
know what they do to earn a living?”

“What’s it my business what they do?”
he said with an air of surprise. “They’re
good Americans. They’re nationalists.
That’s good enough for me.”

“All right. Could you tell me if the
same people who are active in the Repub-
lican Nationalist Revival Committee were
also active in the Citizens Keep-America-
Out-of-War Committee which Southard
now runs as the Citizens USA Com-
mittee?”

“We are an out and out political move-
ment. The Citizens USA Committee is
just a patriotic group,” he explained. -

“May I see the list of members of the
Republican Nationalist Revival Com-
mittee?”

“There is no list of members,” he said
eyeing me with a touch of shrewdness.
“There is no membership in the Revival
Committee. I just send out letters from
my personal list.”

“And from the former Citizens Keep-
America-Out-of-War lists?”

“Yes,” he said, a little hesitantly.

“You use other lists too, like Coughlin-
ite outfits and the old America First—"

“I use other lists,” he said quickly, “but
I don’t know always just what organiza-
tions they are.”

“Where do you get them?”

“Oh, from friends.” —

“I see. I don’t believe I got the answer
to the question as to whether the people
on your Nationalist Committee include
those on the former Keep-America-Out-
of-War Committee.”

“I wouldn’t say that there are many,”
he said vaguely.

“Let’s try another angle. How many of
your executive body were active in the old
America First Committee?” .

“I couldn’t tell you,” he said hazily.

“Couldn’t you recollect, or perhaps
check your records?”

“Well,” he said uncomfortably, “there
was Regnery. He was treasurer of the
Citizens Keep-America-Out-of-War group
and he was on the executive committee of
America First and then there was Avery
Brundage—"

HE COULDN’T recollect any others.

“Would you say that the old Amer-
ica First Committee leaders look favorably
on your Nationalist Committee?”

“It would be natural,” he smiled. “I
know of many who were active in the
America First Committee who are now
active in the Revival Committee.”

“That’s what I was trying to find out.
Are you cooperating with other groups or
leaders of groups to create nationalist
sentiment?”

Grace turned uncomfortably in his chair
and stared out of the window as if trying
to figure out if and how he should answer
the question. After a few moments and
still no answer I said:

“I understand you work closely with
mothers’ groups like We, The Mothers—"

“We have no contact with them at all.”

“I understood you had.”

“A number of them attend our meet-
ings. That’s all. T don’t know them per-
sonally.”

“Are there any mothers’ groups that you
do cooperate with?”

“We cooperate with no groups at all,”
he said definitely. “Our movement is
merely an attempt to develop nationalism
within the Republican Party.”

“But you will take help from the
mothers or other groups?”

Their propaganda helps the enemy. The chairman of the Republican Nationalist Revival Committee, P. H. Moynihan (left), who is a former
Congressman, and three of the organization's star speakers, in the usual order, Senator Gerald P. Nye of North Dakota, Rep. Stephen A. Day
of lllinois, and Rep. Paul W. Shafer of Michigan.
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“Well,” he smiled and motioned broadly
with his hands, “you know how politics is.”

“You’d take help from the devil him-
self when you need it, eh?”

GRACE laughed heartily. “That’s the
sum and substance of it,” he beamed.
“Of course, help from the devil himself is an
embarrassing statement to make. I would
rather you would not use it just that way.”
“Yes, I can see how it could be misun-
derstqod,” I agreed. “Some people might
think you’d take help even  from pro-
Nazis.” '

“People might think anything,” Grace
said, taking off his glasses and rubbing his
mousey moustache.

“Yes, of course. Now, I understand that
at your meetings your speakers stimulate
resentment and distrust of our two chief
allies, England and Russia—"

“We don’t want British and Russian
propagandists over here,” he interrupted.

“But don’t you think that propaganda

which creates disunity among our allies
helps the Nazis?”

“There is disunity in this country any-
way,” he said, “and it is caused by the
British and the Reds who want to take
over our country.”

“What would the British want it for?”

“They want to bring us into their em-
pire as a satellite,” he said. “They have
never given up the idea that we should not
be more than a colony.” «

" “That’s a very important statement. Can
you prove it? It would be sensational if you
could.” .

“You don’t have to prove it. I know it.”

“That settles that,” I said. “But still,
doesn’t creating a sense of distrust of our
allies harm our war effort?”

“What am I supposed to do when I see
that England is trying to make us a colony?
Keep quiet?” he demanded indignantly.

“Not if you had the proof,” I agreed,
“but you’ve already explained to me, so
we don’t have to follow that up. Could

But Why No Records, Mr. Nye?.
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Dear Mr. North:

Alnifed Dlafes Denate

Mr, Joseph North, Editor
104 East Ninth Street

I am just returned from my state, and I find
your telegram of March 25th.

I thought I knew the persons responsible for
the Republican Revival Coamittee at Chicago quite well
and I have had no reason to doubt their word that their
financing was done quite wholly through collections taken
up at their meetings.
for & moment the Americanism of thelr financing,

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

April 6, 1944

I have no reason today to doubt

Joseph North wired Senator Nye, March 25, the following queries: "Would you please wire me

collect to New Masses, 104 East Ninth Street,

New York, if you have any personal knowl--

edge as to who is financing Republican Nationalist Revival Committee \a{hose mass meetings
you addressed. If you have no personal knowledge did you ever make inquiry to determine
sources of this organization's funds?" How does the Senator explain the mysterious fact that
“he Americanism of their financing"” is done without records of any sort?

you tell me if Father Coughlin’s followers
support the Republican Nationalist Revival
Committee? -

“There are some Coughlinites who at-
tend our meetings,” he said cautiously, “but
there is no one on our executive board.”

“What sort of cooperation do you get
from Father Coughlin?”

“Not any,” he said quickly.

“Not even indirectly?”

Captain Grace took off his glasses and
bit them gently while he stared up at the
ceiling.

“Well, I guess those who attend our
meetings probably write to him,” he said
finally. _

“How marny of the conferences did you
attend which were called by General
Wood, Colonel McCormick and Lind-
bergh in the spring of 1943?” '

Captain Grace turned a startled expres-
sion in my direction. His eyes behind their
gold rimmed glasses became round and
bright.

“I never heard of those conferences,”
he said slowly.

“Southard participated in some of them.
Didn’t he tell you anything about them?”

“I never heard anything about them,”
he said. ' :

“Okay. There’s another angle I’d like
to ask you about. I understand that right
after Pear]l Harbor you came out for a
negotiated peace and that you are still
working for a negotiated peace.”

“I’m in favor at all times of sitting down
to discuss peace.” He -smiled, apparently
relieved that we were off the secret con-
ferences.

“Do you think a negotiated peace would
be for our best interests?”

“Let me ask you a question,” he count-
ered. “What will we gain by winning this
war?”

“Off hand I’d say that we would gain
the certainty of continuing our way of life,
of continuing to function as a democracy
instead of becoming a slave country.”

“Democracy!” he snorted. “This coun-
try is not a democracy. It’s a republic.”

“Isn’t that the same contention used by
Pelley, Coughlin, and the German-Ameri-
can Bund to create opposition to democ-
racy?”

“I don’t know what they used to say.
All T know is that this country isn’t a
democracy. It’s a republic. But, so far as
making a negotiated peace, do you want to
know what we would gain? We would
gain a lot of lives that will be lost if we
continue fighting.” :

“Wouldn’t a negotiated peace, withou

- complete destruction of Nazi and Japan-

ese military machines, give them a chance
to rearm and throw the world into another
war, perhaps a generation from now?”

“I don’t know what the Nazis and Japs
want so I can’t say.” .

“You seem to be indifferent about liv-
ing under a_Nazi-dominated empire,” 1
commented. -

.
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“What’s the difference between one em-
pire and another?” he asked.

“You think there is no difference be-
tween living under a British or a Nazi
empire?”’

“None whatever!” he said emphatically.

“That’s definite enough. I assume you’re
in favor of a revived America First move-
ment, too?”

. “Well, T don’t know how to answer
that,” he said cautiously. “This Revival
Committee is arousing nationalist sentiment
and that’s what the America First move-
ment did.”

“You mean it has taken over the work
of the America First Committee?”

“Now, now,” he said, extending a hand
protestingly. “I wouldn’t say that. No, sir.
[ wouldn’t say that.”

“What would.you say?”

“I’d merely say that it’s arousing senti-
ment for Americanism and that’s what the
America First Committee did.”

“I still don’t get the difference.”

“You’re not putting it fairly,” he said
with a disapproving shake of his head. “We
are not taking over the work of the Amer-
ica First Committee. We are just carrying
on propaganda for Americanism.”

“And that’s what the America First
Committee did, eh?”

“That’s right,” he beamed.

“Then what’s the difference?”

“Well—we’re a political organization.”

“All right. Tell me, would a revived
America First movement help arouse na-
tionalist sentiment?”
Grace leaned back in his chair, took off
his glasses, nibbled at them, rubbed his
, moustache with a forefinger and stared
up at the ceiling. Every once in a while he
cast a side glance at me as if trying to
figure out if there were a trap in the
question. Finally he said, “Well, it would
be chiefly a sort of pub11c1ty group for
Americanism doctrines.”

“Couldn’t it also be used for political
purposes? ”’

“I suppose so,” he said. “You can or-
ganize a mass movement and it will be
used by some people for political purposes.
It all depends on what sort of leadership
you have.”

“Would you depend upon the leadership,‘

then, and not upon the people?”

“The leaders have to lead them,” he
said opening his arms wide as if that was
so obvious that it was unnecessary even
to mention it.

“Isn’t this dependence upon leadership
the Nazi fuehrer idea?” ,

“No! No! No!” he exclaimed suddenly,
sitting upright in his chair. “Now, look
here, don’t get me wrong. You understand
my idea. You got to get the people and
the leadership comes from them.”

“I understand. Now, what is the rela-
tionship between your movement and the
regular Republican Party?”

“A good many people in our executive

body are active in the regular Republican -
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Fellow Amerscans - Join in the struggle to keep America Free and Independent - Join Today!

Your Choice in 1944

AMERICANISM AGAINST COMMUNISM,
NATIONALISM AGAINST INTERNATIONALISM -
AMERICAN CONSTITUTIONAL FORM OF GOVERNMENT
AGAINST

A WORLD GOVERNMENT

- America First or America Last in 1944

Republican Nationalist Party

(The Party of THOMAS JEFFERSON)

New York City -

EDWARD JAMES SMYTHE
National ‘ M-

FOR PRESIDENT — 1944

Col. ROBERT R. McCORMACK  from Illinos

No introd

1y to the p: d candidate for the high office of Vice-President: He has long been a

member of the Unﬂed States Senate His record in the ubper house of Congress is well known in every household;
his sterling Americanism has been a thorn in the side of every Alien Minded Communist and New Dealer. We, the
REPUBLICAN NATIONALIST PARTY, present to you on behalf of mxlhons of PATRIOTIC AMERICANS, A PBO-

GRESSIVE JEEFERSONIAN DEMOCRATIC believer in AMERICA .

. FOR AMERICANS FIRST AND ALWAYS .

FOR VICE-PRESIDENT — 19“

Hon. BURTON K. WHEELER  United States Senator from Montana

City.

District.

DRIVE Those Alien Minded Communistic Rascals and Crackpots out of Washington, D. C. 1944
THROW the whole “New Deal” Gang out of Public Office in 1944 ... VOTE AMERICAN

VOTE to Defeat Roosevelt, Rosenman, Frankfurter, Cohen, Laski, Hopkins & Eleanor in 1944
VOTE to RETURN the American Republic Back to the American People in 1944

VOTE for GOD, our Homes and Country, for the Holy Bible and the Constitution in 1944
INVESTIGATE every “New Deal” Official and His Bank Account AFTER THEIR DEFEAT in 1944

Though the Republican Nationalist Party has no official connection with the Republican Nation-
alist Revival Committee, the political qimd of the two and their preferences for the 1944 elec-

-tion are the same. The Republican Nationalist Party is one of the numerous rackets organized

by Edward James Smythe, now under indictment together with twenty-nine others for sedi-
tion. Smythe was a former speaker for the America First Committee and for the German-
American Bund. One of his latest ventures is the "Protestant Chaplains' Association," which is
sponsoring a day of prayer on May 21 for which Smythe has succeeded through trickery in
getting endorsements from respectable quarters.

organization. However, we have lots of

~ Democrats in our rank and file who are

sick of the internationalist Roosevelt ad-
ministration.”

“You know Lawrence Dennis person-
ally, don’t you?” I asked, switching the
subject.

“Oh, he talked for us and for the Citi-
zens Keep—Amcrica—Out-of—War Commit-
tee, but I haven’t seen Rim since the war

“Have you heard from him?” ’

“No, I haven’t heard from him in any
way. He’s sort of quiet, isn’t he?”

“I understand you corresponded with
him,” T said.

“Well, come to think of it,” Grace sud-
denly recollected, “I did get a letter or
two from him since the war.”

“I don’t suppose you have them around
in your files?”

“Oh,” he said, shaking his head. “We
keep. no files. I guess his letters were thrown
away.”

“Just carry on propaganda—and no
files?”

“Propaganda for Americanism,” he cor-
rected me.

t

« vy MIsTAKE,” I apologized. “I un-

derstood that you did meet with

him personally several times since the war,
and not so long ago.”

“I don’t recollect such meetings,” he
said, puckering his lips as if trying to recol-
lect any. “Maybe, but I don’t recollect
them.”

“Isn’t Dennis supposed to be the brains
behind the American fascist movemcnt?”
“I don’t know. I never heard of it,”
he said, shaking his head. “It’s news to me
if that’s so. Anyway, what are we so excited
about? What is fascism? All I know is

that fascism is against Communism.”

“And if it’s against Communism then
you favor it?”

“Well, now!” he exclaimed. “Just a
minute! Just a minute! I don’t want you
to make it seem that I’m in favor of fas-
cism. It might be extreme, you know. It
might be something that would hurt the
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We have had 10 years of a bullet-less civil war, with the New Deal continually on
the attack against our American people and against our American institutions of Freedom. -

In this war the people have had to carry on their own fight, holding meetings,

writing

letters, sending telegrams to Congress and the President and even making almost impos-
sible sacrifices in going to Washington to make demonstrations and to appear before Con-

gressional committees fighting proposed unAmerican legislation.

..bit of help from Republican party leaders.

All this without one

IMMEDIATE ACTION! THE PEOPLE, now or never, must take the leadership out of the

and)\of those who are ej
© tween ¥orfalism an

er too ignorant or too weak to fight.

. now is_de-
42

T petween those who bell

AMERICA FIRST and those who believe in AMERICA LAST.

Therefore, as Chairman of the Citizens U S A Committee (formerly known as the
Citizens Keep America Out of War Committee) I am calling a public mass meeting for
Thursday evening, May 20th, 8:00 P.M., Crystal Ball Room, Hotel Morrison, Madison and
Clark Streets, for the purpose of starting the 1944 campaign RIGHT NOW - with a view

gginging the search for Delegates to the Republican National Cg jon and fo
Ward and te Centr © teemen and dates eve c office g .
State who will sTand to the en RICA FIRST and agalnst Willkie-ism, hypocrisy

and alien internationalism.

The letter sent out by Capt. William J. Grace calling the meeting which, on May 20, 1943,
organized the Republican Nationalist Revival Committee. Principal speaker at that meeting
was Senator Gerald P. Nye of North Dakota. One of the chief objectives of the committee
was to prevent the nomination of Wendell Willkie. This objective, which has been realized
with Mr. Willkie's retirement from the race, was shared by the Spangler-Taft leadership of the
Republican National Committee.

Miss Kellems
Obtains Help
From Langer

Senator Charges
Mail Tampering; P. O.

Denies It -

PM’s Burean
WASHINGTON, Apr. 7.--Semn.
William Langer (R., N. D.) has
come to the defense of Miss Vivien
Kellems, the Connecticut war man-
ufacturer, who has been accused
of writing love letters to a Nazi spy
in  Argentina, Count Frederici
Karl von Zedlitz,

Joining Miss Kellems in her con-
demnation of Drew Pearson and
Rep. John Coffee. (D., Wash.),
who. quoted excerpts from Miss
Kellems' alleged correspondence,
Langer declared he knew of other
“cases involving tampering with the
U. S. mails.

“I think the treatment Miss Kel-
Jems has had is outrageous,” said
Langer. “I believe it is most un-
fortunate, regardless of the merits
of the controversy, that the impres-
sion should be allowed to get out—

In the April 3 issue of New Masses John L.
Spivak revealed that on Dec. 11, 1943, Sen-
ator William Langer of North Dakota held a
secret meeting at the Hotel Morrison, Chi-
cago, with leaders of so-called mothers
groups, Coughlinites and other pro-fascists
as part of the drive for a negotiated peace
with Germany. In a wire to NM editor Joseph
North Senator Langer attempted to depict
this meeting as entirely innocent, concerned
with such matters as old age pensions and
the abolition of race discrimination. The clip-
ping above from PM indicates that the sen-
ator's philanthropic interests extend to Miss
Vivian Kellems, the new heroine of the GOP
high command, who has been accused of (and
has not denied) writing ardent love letters
to a Nazi spy in Argentina, Count Frederick
Karl von Zedlitz.
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Revival Committee if that got around.

That’s extreme, that statement. I’m in fa-
vor of Americanism.”

“I understand that. Now let me get this
straight. You said all you know is that
fascism is against Communism. The impli-

cation is that in that case, it’s okay. Isn’t '

that the line Hitler used?”

“Now, just a minute!” he protested
again, sitting upright. “That’s not what I
said.”

“I’m sorry. What did you say?”

“It’s not what I said. It’s what I didn’t
say,” he said, flustered. “What I want to
say is that I’m in favor of Americanism.”

“All right, I’ll write that down care-
fully. Now, would you mind telling me
what your conception of Americanism is?”

“The Americanism plan is that the es-
sential rights of an individual came from

God.”

I MULLED this one over and finally de-
cided to leave it alone. We’d get no-
where fast. I switched the subject.

“What’s Bill Stuart’s connection with
you?” I asked.

“I don’t get it,” Grace said with a
puzzled air.

“Stuart issues a little paper which is prac-
tically the official voice of the Republican
Nationalist Revival Committee and also sits
in on some of your pow-wows.”

“That’s right,” he admitted.

“Isn’t Bill Stuart Hearst’s political ad-
viser?”’

“I guess so. Hearst used to rely a good
deal on his judgment and information. But,
don’t get the wrong idea just because of
that.” 4

“I’m trying not to. Hearst still sort of
relies on Bill Stuart’s information and ad-
vice?”

“Wouldn’t surprise me. They think the
same.”

“Isn’t he sort of representing Hearst in
your nationalist movement?”

“I thought you were driving at that!”
he exclaimed, triumphantly. “But you’re

v

wrong! I don’t believe there’s any direct
trepresentation from Hearst. No, sir.”

“You don’t believe there is. Who would
know about it?”

“Well—"" he began and then broke into
a smile. “I would, naturally. I’m the sec-
retary.” o

“Why did you have to say you didn’t
believe there was any direct representation,
then?”

“Oh, it’s just a way of phrasing it—"" he
said, still smiling. “But you’re on the wrong
track.” :

“How does Bill Stuart make a living?”

“I don’t know, I imagine he’s inde-
pendent.”

“Don’t you know?”

“No, I don’t.”

“That’s one of the surprising things

* about this outfit,” I commented. “You

work very closely with a lot of-people who
are spreading propaganda which tends to
create disunity in the ranks of the Allies
fighting Hitler, yet you say you know noth-
ing about how they make their living.
Wouldn’t it be important to know exactly
what the connections are of these people?”

“All T want to know is that they’re good
Americans and not how they make their
living,” he said. ‘

“Could you tell me how your committee
finances itself?” -

“If you attended one of our meetings
you’d find out. We take up collections.
That’s all.” '

“Are your books open to public inspec-
tion?”

“We don’t keep any books,” he smiled.

“Then how do you know how much
comes in and goes out?!”

“Oh, it just comes in and goes out, and
that’s all.”

“Do you ever have any deficits?”

He hesitated. “Sometimes,” he said.
“Yes, sometimes we run short.”

“What do you do then?”

“Oh, we run into somebody and we tell
them we’re short. They make a contribu-
tion and we cover the deficit. That’s all.”

“Do you keep any records of the sums
you get and from whom?” :

“I imagine I have some such records,”
he said uncertainly.

“Could I get a look at them?”

“Oh, we don’t bother to keep written
books.” '

“What will you do when you have to
file a statement as to your income and ex-
penditures? As a political movement you’ll
have to do that, you know, under federal
law.” .

A worried look flashed across his face.
“Yeah,” he said slowly. “I guess that’s

" right.”

“Think you’ll start keeping records
now?”

“I don’t know,” he said, still worried.
“Right now we’re not keeping any books.”

“So that now only you and a handful
of people actually know how much and
from whom you get money to carry on
your propaganda?”
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“Yeah,” he said slowly, “I guess that’s
about right.”

No records, no financial books, no mem-
bership lists—but a ceaseless flow of propa-
ganda which tends to create distrust and
disunity in the ranks of the Allies fighting
Hitler. R

This is the organization which was
formed for the express purpose of mak-
ing the Republican Party “nationalist.”
‘This is the organization that is leaving its
influence upon a great political party which
is trying to capture the presidency of the
United States and control of the US Senate

00 AL
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Third Reich’s way of life.

A

women he has exposed. Their names, records, and current
activities are increasingly a matter of public concern as the
war speeds toward the climactic invasion of Europe, and as
our domestic political campaign moves toward November.
Today, as a maximum of patriotic unity is sine qua non for
speedy victory, the individuals exposed by Mr. Spivak work
towards the maximum of disunity. They are the proponents
of defeatism, of pro-fascism, the native counterpart of the

What was the burden of Mr. Spivak’s five articles?

First: he established, on admission of many of those in-
volved, that a conspiracy exists to force a negotiated peace
timed with the opening of the second front, and simultane- EVERY‘ day brings further confirmation of the Spivak
ously to work for the defeat of President Roosevelt in

and House of Representatives—the bodies
which will decide what to do with a de-
feated Germany. This is the organization
started by one of the two men who ran
the Citizens Keep-America-Out-of-War
Committee when it worked closely with
the America First Committee, branded by
Secretary of the Interior Ickes as “a tight
little Nazi organizatio? which follows the
party line as laid down in Berlin.” This
is the organization which maintains close
contact with US Senators and Congress-
men, yet—no financial records, no mem-
bership lists, no public knowledge as to who

- "Bring Them to Book
THis is the last of the series by John Spivak: it is not, we ‘American fascism, now under federal indictment, charged
are certainy the last we shall hear of the men and with conspiracy against the United States. Senator Gerald

P. Nye worked closely with one Horace J. Haase, now in
prison for refusing to fight for his country. In fact, the fed-
eral authorities now about to try the thirty indicted sedition-
ists accused of being American agents of Hitler’s world
conspiracy should examine the ties, personal and ideological,
between those mentioned in the Spivak series and the Joe
McWilliams, Gerald Winrod, Elizabeth Dilling crew.
Sixth: and in many ways the most serious of all, is the
fact at least one of those exposed, Charles E. Coughlin,
is operating in our armed services, seeking to establish an
army within the Army through his St. Sebastian’s Brigade.

charges. Senator Langer, for example, was cited by

is financing it to carry on propaganda which
tends to create dissension among the Allies
fighting Hitler. This is the organization
born of the outfit run by Lindbergh’s close
friend.

It seems to me that with our own and
the? world’s peace at stake, it is essential
that the federal government place these
“front” leaders on the ‘witness stand under
oath .to determine just who and what is
really behind this organization that was
launched just about the time that the Nazis
learned that they faced inevitable military
defeat.
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THE FUTURE OF AFRICA

’

tinent or any other, must be seen to-

THE problems of Africa, as of this con-

day in the focus of the whole world

situation. And the central fact in today’s
world picture is the accomplishment of
Teheran. The unity of purpose for gain-
ing victory over the fascist enemy and for
working together in the - postwar world
achieved by the great leaders of the three
principal world powers, is the point at
which we must begin and end in this dis-
cussion. For without such unity there can
be no victory, no lasting peace, nor any
solution of the colonial problems in any
area. International collaboration dedicated
to democratic objectives is essential to the
future welfare of all peoples.

It is in this focus that I see the solution
of thé colonial question and the future of
the African. Without world-wide eco-
nomic security after the war there cannot,
as I see it, be any progress of the African
or any other subject people toward a better
life. On the contrary, economic depression
in the United States or Canada means re-

trogression and increased hardship for the =

colonial. Freedom and independence can
be built only upon a foundation of economic
security. The key to that freedom and in-
dependence for America, as for Africa, lies
in the transforming of the world’s colonial
areas into modern markets for a modern
productive economy.

If the old imperialism is dead, as many
have said during this war, it is because it
can no ‘longer function. There are no
longer in the world unexplored areas

where surplus capital can be invested to

bring quick and bountiful returns. I cite
as authority for that statement Col. Oliver
Stanley, British Secretary for Colonies, who
said, “The colonies have passed the stage
of economic development in which a man,
though he had to look for great risks, also
looked for great profits.” The old impe-
rialism regarded the colonies as sources of
raw materials and cheap laber and as a
dumping ground for cheap surplus con-
sumer goods. With the end of the war there
will be an immense mountain of most raw
materials on hand left over from war pro-

duction. It will be impossible to pay the -

same miserable wages to the African
worker in the mines or on the plantations
of the European investor or settler and ex-
pect that worker to buy more of the world’s
surplus goods. -
The old imperialism, then, must give
way to a modern industrial and agricultural
economy, universally applied, so that there
can be the purchasing power necessary to
buy the goods which must be produced to
keep our world economy on a sound and
secure basis. The 150 millions of Africans,
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the half billian other peoples in" French,
Belgian, Dutch, and other British depen-
dencies, and the millions more in indepen-
dent or semi-independent countries where
economic development is low—all these
peoples must be raised to the standard of
living, employment, and purchasing power
which we in the more advanced countries
enjoy.

To quote Vice President Henry Wallace,
“Our choice is between democracy for
everybody or for the few—between the
spreading of social safeguards and economic
opportunity to all the people—or the con-
centration of our abundant resources in the
hands of selfishness and greed.”

The old imperialism represented the.

practice of overlordship based upon the as-
sumption of superior and inferior races and
peoples. Carried to its extreme, this phi-
losophy resulted in the plan of the Nazi
geo-politikers for creating a Eurafrica in
which Africa would be merely an’appendix,
perpetually preserved as a colonial territory
of a Nazi-dominated Europe. According to
this Nazi view, the natives of Africa were
Africa’s most important raw material. The
building of the new world of unity re-
quires that this_Herrenvolk conception, the
breeder of racial discrimination, oppression,
and conflict be obliterated. The new rela-
tions which must be established with colo-
nial peoples, in the interests of world secur-
ity, must be based upon principles of equal-
ity and democracy.

HAT does the establishment of these

new relations and the achievement of
these principles with regard to Africa en-
tail? To answer that it is necessary to re-
view the history of European penetration
and its results in Africa. The history of
European conquest in Africa dates back
over four centuries to the beginning of the

vicious slave trade. Coastal settlements of -

Europeans followed, but down to almost
the end of the last century, in the year
1884, less than one-tenth of the continent
was under European rule. Then, follow-

ing the explorations of Stanley, Cecil.

Rhodes, and others, the great scramble for
African territory by the European powers
began. A generation later, at the time of
the outbreak of the first World War, only
three states, Ethiopia, Liberia, and Egypt,

. comprising about one-fourteenth of the con-

tinent in area, were under the administra-
tion of the original inhabitants.

Today Britain rulés thirty-four percent
of the over eleven million square miles of
the vast continent and forty percent of the
population. France rules thirty-five percent
of the land and twenty-seven percent of
the people. Belgium, nine percent of the

land and the same proportion of people.
Portugal and Spain—the latter on a very
small scale—are the other present rulers
of Africa. Italy’s former domain, which
was equivalent in size to that of Belgium’s,
now is under temporary American and
British authority.

The one thing which all of these vari-
ous colonies have in common is the lack of
development—cultural, economic, and po-
litical. Although one power or another may
lay claim to liberal policies and develop-
ments, the fact remains that the people as
a whole have not received the necessary
education, health facilities, employment con-
ditions, or political opportunities which
would enable them to rise above a state of
serfdom. Small advances there have been
in some areas during the years since the
first World War, and international con-
ferences and agreements have brought an
end to the ruthless murder and plunder
which characterized the early years of the
scramble for territory and wealth. But fun-
damentally the various colonial authorities
represent instruments for protecting and
extending ‘the European economic inter-
ests. These interests have been concerned
hitherto with such investments as would
guarantee quick returns. That objective re-
quired the use of cheap labor, and cheap
labor means “undeveloped, unskilled, and
uneducated labor.

While the British government alone
among the European powers in Africa has
made practical commitments for develop-
ing its African subjects to a position of
self-government, its efforts toward that end
have advanced only a very short distance.
The governing authorities, if they try sin-
cerely to work toward this end, find them-
selves at loggerheads with the industrial
interests or the white settlers, and the re-
sult of this collision of interests is a stand-
still, do-nothing policy.

Since 1940, through the Colonial De-
velopment and Welfare Fund, the British
government has assumed the responsibility
of contributing to expenditures for health,
education and other social services in the
colonies. The funds provided, however—
up to 5 million pounds annually—cannot
begin to furnish the social services needed
by Africa’s millions, not to mention the
millions in" other British colonial areas.

Take, for example, the matter of edu-
cation—which, incidentally,” is nowhere
free in British Africa. The proportion of
children who get any kind of schooling
does not rise above twenty percent in any
colony, and sinks to less than one percent
in the Sierra Leone protectorate, where
British- rule has been established for a cen-
tury and a half. In some hinterland re-
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gions of Nigeria one child out of a thou-
sand goes to school.

Why cannot the African provide his own
social services? What happens to the wealth
from the land and from the mines which
the African produces with his labor? An
English economist and member of the
Council on African Affairs, Leonard
Barnes, gives the following answer with
regard to mineral production, on the basis
of an analysis of copper production figures
in Northern Rhodesia: “Broadly, we ap-
propriate the natural resources, develop
them in our own ways and for our own
purposes (ways and purposes which wholly
ignore the pre-existing structure and func-
tion of African society), and of the wealth
so produced carry out of the country eleven
pounds for every one pound we leave be-
hind.”

In short, the so-called backwardness of
the African is accounted for by the gen-
eral exclusion of the African from own-
ership of natural resources and of tools of
production, the alienation of his best land,
the maintenance of starvation wage stand-
ards, and the use of the color bar in South
and East Africa to prévent his securing
skilled and more profitable employment,
together with other measures, all of which
are devised and enforced by a government
in which the African has little or no voice.

This is the general pattern of African life
under European rule.

That pattern must today be changed—
not only in the interest of Africans, but as
I have already indicated, in the interest of
us all, in the interest of world security.
The African standard of living and pur-
chasing power must be raised, the African
economy must be developed by and for the
African, so that new markets may be
created to keep the world’s industries work-
ing at wartime capacity.

This revolutionary change cannot and
will not be achieved by any one nation,
however great, acting alone. It must be
achieved through concerted international
agreement, planning, and action. The Te-
heran Declaration provides the basis for
believing that such international unity and
achievement are a practical possibility.

MMEDIATELY one talks of international

planning, someone is sure to raise the
issue of national sovereignty. Even the pro-
posal of central planning for the British
colonies is rebuffed by Colonel Stanley on
the ground that the colonies “‘expect to have
a say ‘in their own development.” An
agency of the government in India has re-
cently circulated a reprint of an article by
an author condemning what he called the
United States’ “excessive internationalism,”
and blaming Americans for allegedly “cre-
ating vast confusion and disturbance
abroad” by their talk about the Allies’ col-
onies, mandates, and dominions.

Such complaints remind me of the cry
_of “states rights” raised by certain Southern
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gentlemen when the federal government
undertakes to legislate for the general wel-
fare in permitting American soldiers to
vote, abolishing the poll tax, extending
federal aid for improvement of education,
or outlawing lynching. States rights are
secondary to the national welfare; in the
same way, national sovereignty can be in
fact maintained only within a framework
of collective security.

Proposals for international economic
planning and action in the interest of the
colonies and the general welfare have come
from many sources and in England as
well as in the United States. The British
Labor Party has recommended it. Mr.
Julian Huxley has cited the great federally-
sponsored TVA project as an example of
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One of the
‘Greafest

AUL ROBESON is one of the world's

greatest artists. Internationally famous in
practically every field of creative endeavor
—music, the theater, films, radio—he will
be guest of honor on his forty-sixth birth-
day, next Sunday, April 16, at a party
sponsored by the Council on African Af-
fairs and held at the 17th Regiment
Armory, 34th Street and Park Avenue,
New York City. Hundreds of his fellow-
artists will be present, along with thousands
of non-professionals who also want to pay
tribute to an outstanding citizen and a

-great Negro leader.

"New Masses" is proud to claim Paul
Robeson as one of its contributing editors,
and we join with the rest of the demo-
cratic world in saying "Happy birthday."
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“tribute to and

the kind of development needed in Africa,
and another Englishman, Mr. E. M. Hugh
Jones, an Oxford professor, has written:
“Whatever relationship is established be-
tween colonies and the older countries will
have to run parallel with the integration of
relationships between the older countries
themselves. . . . What is needed is a system
of development boards, open to interna-
tional subscription, in whose work interna-
tional rivalries may become of international
benefit.”

The Acting Director of the Interna-
tional Labor Office has urged the establish-
ment of a general world economic frame-
work, and has given the warning that, “the
world cannot be stable if it is half prosper-
ous and half poverty stricken.”

In the United States 144 Catholic, Jew-
ish, and Protestant leaders included the
following as one of their seven principles
of world peace: “International economic
collaboration to assist all states to provide
an adequate standard of living for their
citizens must replace the present economic
monopoly and exploitation of natural re-
sources by privileged groups and states.”

Another group of British church leaders
has declared: “We welcome the idea of an
international colonial commission . . . to

. supervise the application of pooled interna-

tional resources in carrying forward eco-
nomic and social development and to watch
over the development of self-government.”

And for those who may be wondering
about the business man’s point of view, let
me mention the Postwar Problems Com-
mittee of the National Association of Manu-
facturers in the United States, which has
recognized that both private enterprise and
government must provide capital funds for
the improvement of undeveloped countries.

Finally, let me refer to the testimony of
Mr. Henry S. Villard, recently appointed
Chief of the Division on African Affairs in
the State Department. Mr. Villard says:
“If we wish to obtain benefits from the
development of Africa, in the interest of
all peoples—including the natives them-
selves—capital must be supplied for various
purposes and from various sources: philan-
thropic, commercial, and perhaps interna-
tional. The proof of our sincerity in ful-
filling hopes awakened during these years
of war will lie in our willingness to con-

invest in the future of
Africa.”

I am fully aware of the fact that the
provision of funds for colonies from an in-
ternational pool under the administration
of an international agency is not of itself a
guarantee of benefits to the colonial peo-
ples. In another period than the present,
I would be inclined to consider it danger-
ous, since a combination of masters is a
more formidable adversary than one mas-
ter. But we must remember that today’s
world situation has brought into being a
unity among nations such as never before
existed, and these nations must now plan
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“We'll bring back the good old days, Tom.”

a workable economy for the security of
all or face national and international chaos.

THE international agency which I en-
vision would include the United States
and the Soviet Union, even though they
have no African colonie®. It is to these two
great nations that the African looks for
help and deliverance. The magnificent ex-
perience of the Soviet Union in raising the
status of the former backward colonial
peoples of east Russia would be indispens-
able. The agency would include also Afri-
can representatives, who know best the
requirements of their own people.

It would study and provide for the eda-
cational, health, social, and economic needs
of the people on a broad regional and con-
tinent-wide scale. It would maintain and
develop further the progress made in trans-
portation and communication, largely under
lend-lease auspices, during the war.

It would harness the vast water power
and explore and develop the still untapped
mineral resources—especially coal and iron
deposits. It would foster, the growth not
only of secondary industries, but also heavy
industry in West and East Africa, so as to
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prevent these areas from becoming eco-
nomically dependent upon South Africa,
which now has the only heavy industry on
the continent and foreign capital invest-
ments amounting to more than those in all
other parts of Africa combined—excepting
only North Africa and Egypt.

In all these undertakings the interna-

tional agency would seek to limit and re- -

duce the power of alien economic interests
in Africa, although of course guaranteeing
the security of and- a reasonable return on
foreign investments. Further, it would in-
sure that all new developments of natural
resources, large-scale industries and public
utilities were undertaken by African co-
operative and public enterprise, with for-
eign technical assistance as needed, rather
than by European private enterprise. This,
in the final analysis, is the only means of
guaranteeing that an African economy in
the general interest of the people was being
developed.

The rise of an industrial economy would
carry with it the development of a politi-
cally-conscious proletariat and flourishing
trade unions. There is, indeed, already the
beginning of an organized labor movement

among Africans in some parts of West and

South Africa, although it is not legally rec--
ognized in the latter area. This develop-

ment, coupled with the granting of full

civil and political rights to the people, would

lead to the substitution of complete African

self-government in place of the old colonial

regime.

All necessary measures must be taken to
provide for such political autonomy simul-
taneously with the attainment of a substan-
tial degree of economic self-sufficiency, and
definite time limits of twenty years or less,
varying with the present state of develop-
ment of given areas, must be set within
which the right of political self-determina-
tion may be exercised, precisely as provided
by the United States in the case of the
Philippines.

An essential part of this program of politi-
cal development is the application of the
principles of the Atlantic Charter to the
former Italian colonies and the present
mandated areas. And further, as Lord
Hailey himself has pointed out, “one of the
first matters claiming attention must be the
readjustment of the purely artificial bound-
aries established by the accidents of history,
resulting in economic and political incon-
veniences of which all students of African

. conditions are only too conscious.”

There may be some who question
whether the achievement of self-govern-
ment by the dependencies would not be
accompanied by their repudiation of their
overseas indebtedness. The history of the
British Empire leads to no such conclusion.
This did not happen when the dominions
reached their sovereign status, and today
the volume of British investments in Can-
ada, Australia, South Africa, or even New

Zealand is far greater than in the African

colonies. The rise of dependencies to politi-
cal independence means the .increase of
world trade, which, as we have seen, will
be so vitally necessary for postwar world-
wide economic security.

Canada has its role—an important role
—to play, not only in Empire decisions
affecting the colonies, but also in the plans
for world reconstruction which must be
made within the larger sphere of the United
Nations. We in the United States look to
Canada to support the progressive and
democratic outlook for such world recon-
struction.

Let us remember that in supporting the
cause of liberation for Africans, Indians,
and other subject peoples, Americans and
Canadians are helping to insure jobs, a
decent standard of living, and peace and
security for themselves. The colonial peo-
ple’s problems are our problems. Civiliza-
tion, freedom, security, prosperity, and
peace are indivisible. These things must
exist for a/l peoples and nations, or they can
exist for none.

Dr. Yergan is Executive Director of the
Council on African A ffairs.
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November Elections

ALBANY AUTOCRAT

State legislature' closed with a scene

4 5o startlingly appropriate as to appear
staged. .

A’ comparatively minor bill dealing
with an administrative problem in the New
York City school system had been defeated
in the state Assembly the day before the
session closed. A product of the notorious
Rapp-Coudert witch-hunt committee, the
purpose of the bill was to strip the local
board of superintendents of policy-making
powers and to centralize those powers in a
single superintendent of schools. Bitterly op-
posed by all teachers’ organizations as an
undemocratic step, the measure had, never-
theless, passed the Senate.

Following the defeat of this purely local
bill in the Assembly, Governor Dewey, to
everyone’s astonishment, stepped in, had it
called up again, and cracked the whip over
the heads of the Republican legislative lead-
ers and of the other GOP Assemblymen
who had voted against it. So insistent was
he on passing this measure that in the course
of a turbulent roll call in the final hours of
the session, one Republican, friendly to the
teachers, ducked under his desk to avoid
having to cast his vote. This particular
sample of the autocratic handling of the
state legislature by the man who seems
destined to be the Republican candidate for
President received wide press comment.
The public was thus finally let in on what
was known to every newspaperman, lobby-
ist, and legislative employe in Albany.

To me the most significant expression’ of
Dewey’s ruthless, dictatorial attitude toward
the legislature came much earlier in the
session. It was the admission made by
Assembly majority leader Irving Ives, on
the day the governor’s budget was pre-
sented to the Assembly, that he had no
knowledge- of its contents.

Under ordinary circumstances, it is al-
most unheard of for a chief executive,
whether President or governor, not to con-
sult with legislative leaders in preparing his
budget. They, after all, are the ones who
have to steer it through the legislature.
Dewey’s predecessor, Governor Lehman,
used to call in for consultation not only the
leaders of his own party, but the Repub-
lican leaders as well. In this case, the legis-
lative leaders are men with many years of
experience, while Dewey is a novice at state
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administration. Yet he completely ignored
them in drafting the budget. )
Ives’ admission made me wonder about
the resignation of Abbott Low Moffatt,
who had headed the Assembly Ways and
Means Committee for a number of years,
and was the Republicans’ financial wizard.
Moffatt had unexpectedly quit the Assem-
bly, after more than a decade of service,

" immediately after the 1943 legislative ses-

sion. This was the first under the Dewey
administration. Checking with some of the
veterans around the Capitol, I learned that
Moffatt had resigned because he couldn’t
stomach Dewey’s arrogant, dictatorial
methods. There is now talk of the possible
resignation of at least one other leading
GOP figure. *

Legislative observers, fully aware of this
relationship between the Governor and the
Republican leaders, freely predicted a crack-
up during the course of the session. If it
failed to materialize, it was largely because
this is a presidential election year, and in
Dewey lies the chief GOP hope for ending
the long drought. Another, more devious
reason for the supine attitude of the legis-
lative leaders may be found in Dewey’s
activities in connection with the investiga-
tion of the Albany Democratic machine.
When Dewey started this investigation, the
O’Connells, who head the Albany machine,

retaliated by launching an investigation into

“irregular” legislative financial practices.
That these practices exist is no secret to
anyone. Dewey thereupon superseded the
Albany district attorney and appointed his
own special prosecutor to continue the legis-
lative investigation. He is said to be using
the facts uncovered as a club to keep his
own legislative leaders in line.

! l ‘HERE has been no effort on the part of

those connected with the legislative -

leaders to hide their dislike for the governor.
For instance, in a purely informal chat with
one of the men who handle public relations
for the legislature, I asked how it was that
these leaders were willing to take Dewey’s
dictation after all the criticism levelled by
the GOP against President Roosevelt’s sup-
posed “‘usurpation” of congressional pow-
ers.

“Well,” he said, “they realize they’re
stuck with him for the next three years.
They figure they’ll play along with him

publicly, and try to get what they can
privately.”

But, I protested, they’re playing his
presidential game. Surely they recognize
the danger to the country if such a man
should become President.

“Some people,” was his cynical answer,
“Would do anything to get him out of
Albany.” X

There were, of course, plenty of differ-
ences between the governor and the legis-
lative leaders on matters of policy which
were fought out behind closed doors. The
GOP leaders, for instance, wouldn’t accept
Dewey’s niggardly policy toward the re-
turning veterans, and they forced a slight
change in his program for unemployment
insurance for the ex-servicemen. Being
shrewd politicians who had learned through
the years that they have to make compro-
mises with the powerful labor and progres- -
sive movement in the state, the leaders also
thought the Governor’s reduction in state
aid to education was stupid. Struggles like-
wise developed on questions of patronage.
Dewey tried to transfer some of this patron-
age from the local governments to the state,
in order to strengthen his own machine.
Naturally, the local Republican leaders, in-
cluding the legislators, resisted, with a fair
amount of success.

EHIND the dictatorial - attitude of the

governor toward the legislature lay his
driving ambition to succeed to the presi-
dency. Every act of his was coldly calcu-
lated to advance that ambition and every-
one knew it. Hence he would brook no
opposition from the legislature, which was
not entirely disposed to arrange its affairs
to accommodate him. No newspaperman,

or other Capitol observer for that matter,

questioned for a moment that he is a presi-
dential candidate, despite his denials. With
Willkie’s retirement from the race, Dewey’s

‘nomination now-appears certain.

There is not the slightest doubt in my
own mind that he has been groomed for
the candidacy by Herbert Hoover ever since
the disastrous 1940 Republican convention,
in which Wendell Willkie took the nomina-
tion away from him. There are numerous
reports of meetings between Hoover and
Dewey in the period before the 1942 Sara-
toga convention, which nominated Dewey
for governor, and during the gubernatorial
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campaign itself. Hoover seems to be a fairly
permanent resident of the Waldorf-Astoria
in New York, and a frequent guest at Hugh

Gibson’s estate in the village of Pawling,

N. Y. Pawling is also the home of Gover-
nor Dewey.

A few months ago, when Alf Landon
came to New York, he saw Dewey after he
had talked with Papa Hoover, and then
" told the press that the New York governor
would make a very good President.

BY DENYING his candidacy Dewey avoids
the necessity of taking a position on
problems of foreign and national policy,
and hence can appear to be all things to all
" men. Moreover, if it should turn out that
President Roosevelt’s reelection by a wide
margin is certain, Dewey can gracefully
remain out of the picture. The fact that
every move the governor made in the course
of the legislative session was dictated by his
presidential ambitions was so thoroughly
accepted by newspapermen that even those
who wrote for the pro-Dewey press
couldn’t avoid “slanting” their stories. The
tendency became so pronounced that
Dewey began to complain to publishers that
he was being “needled.”” And more than
one correspondent, after receiving a calling-
down from the editor, was bitter about the
governor’s efforts to shape the news to his
own liking. One of the most prominent of
the correspondents, who is the soul of
“objectivity,” confessed to me that he felt
he was not telling the truth unless he “in-
terpreted” his stories.

An outstanding example of this necessity
to “interpret” was Dewey’s handling of
anti-discrimination measures introduced by
his own committee on discrimination. The
committee offered two bills. One would set
up a permanent state fair employment prac-
tices committee, and the other, a civil rights
bureau charged with enforcing the many
anti-discrimination laws now on the books.
Pressure for these bills was very great.
Dewey and his legislative leaders kept stall-
ing for weeks while the legislative session
drew to a close. Finally, in the last days,
the governor sent a message shelving the
bills and proposing the establishment of an-
other commission—the third in six years—
to “study’ the question of discrimination.
Eight Negro and white members of
Dewey’s . committee on
thereupon resigned in protest. Eweryone
knew that Dewey was playing for the sup-
port of the southern delegations to the
Republican convention. Establishment of a
permanent FEPC in New York State un-
der his administration would do him no
good among the delegates from the poll-tax
states, or for that matter, among the anti-
Semites and arch-reactionaries from other
states upon whom he depends for the nomi-
nation.

The fact is that Dewey’s record on dis-
criminatory legislation is a disgraceful
one. In sharp contrast to the ringing denun-
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ciations of Jim Crow and anti-Semitism,
and thie persistent proposals to combat them,
which Governor Lehman’s annual mes-
sages to the legislature used to contain,
Dewey’s message this year didn’t even men-
tion the subject. And yet, that message was
delivered at a moment when the press was
reporting daily occurrences of anti-Semitic
violence in the streets of New York, when
the echoes of Detroit, Beaumont, and the
August 1 disturbances in Harlem had not
yet died down. Reflecting the intense pub-
lic feeling on the question, bills to combat
discrimination flooded the legislature. A
number of these bills called for the setting

~ up “of special. agencies. Others asked for

stiffer penalties for discriminatory practices.
Still others asked for the outlawing of agi-
tation directed at spreading race or religious

hatred. Only a single measure got through, -

a minor bill which stiffened penalties for
desecrating cemeteries and places of reli®
gious worship. This is the worst record on
this issue established by any state legislature
for at least the past decade.

Dewey has also wooed reactionary sup-
port by wrapping himself in the shabby
banner of “states’ rights.” During the read-
ing in the Assembly of his message on the
soldier vote, in which he bitterly attacked
the federal government for its disregard of
“states’ rights,” T heard an upstate Repub-
lican legislator remark, “My God, he
sounds more like the governor of a poll-tax

state than like the governor of New
York.”

HIs issue of ‘“‘states’ rights” deserves

further examination as a supreme ex-
ample of Deweyan hypocrisy. I have ob-
served the New York legislature in one ca-
pacity or another for the past eiglit years.
Since 1939, the Republicans have been in
control in both houses. I have yet to hear
them raise the question of federal “interfer-
ence” with the state on a single specific is-
sue. Governor Dewey himself, in discussing
the preservation of ‘“states’ rights” in his
annual message, could find no better illus-
tration than the civilian defense apparatus
which, he asserted, had been allowed to
deteriorate under the Lehman administra-
tion because of too great a reliance on the
federal set-up. :

As a matter of fact, this stalwart cham-
pion of “states’ rights” has continually
condemned the federal government for not
doing enough “interfering” when it comes
to particular problems. For instance, when
he introduced his flimsy child care pro-
gram last year, he prefaced it by citicizing
the federal administration for not solving
the problem. At the present time, in war
impact areas of the state, the federal gov-
ernment provides one hundred percent of
the initial cost and fifty percent of the up-
keep of child care centers, while the state
contributes only one-sixth of the upkeep.
The Governor insists that every project
eligible for federal Lanham Act funds ap-

ply for them before it can obtain state as-
sistance. His original idea was that state
funds be used only as a stopgap until fed-
eral funds were received.

When the Governor decided to come
forward as the savior of the New York
farmers, who were plagued with a non-
existent feed shortage, he first assailed the
federal government for not solving this
problem too. When Dewey advanced his
program for unemployment insurance for

“jobless veterans of this war, he stipulated

that if the federal government granted the
veterans anything at all, the state program
was to be scrapped. Sharp protest from the
legislative leaders resulted in an amend-
ment which provided that only if the fed-
eral government should grant some form
of unemployment benefits or periodic pay-
ments would the state program be elim-

“inated.

“S TATES’ rights” advocates usually in-

veigh against alleged centralization of
power on the ground that local self-gov-
ernment is the foundation upon which de-
mocracy rests. I doubt, however, whether
any recent New York governor has inter-
fered so arrogantly in the affairs of local
governments as has the present incumbent.
The Coudert bill cited earlier is only a
minor example. The most glaring case was
the proposal to take from the people of
New York City the right to elect their
Supreme
Dewey’s plan, the governor would appoint
the judges and, after a trial period, the
people would vote whether to accept or
reject the appointments. If they rejected
them, he would then appoint others. Dewey
wanted to impose this plan upon the people
of the city without their consent, but he
didn’t dare. He passed the buck to the
legislature by proposing three alternatives.
One would make the plan operative in the
judicial districts in the city without a ref-
erendum vote of the people, while not
changing the electoral system upstate; an-
other would make the plan mandatory in
the city while giving the people upstate an
“‘opportunity” to adopt it by referendum;
and a third would make it optional
throughout the state,

The legislative leaders are upstate Re-
publicans, where the GOP always succeeds
in electing its judges. They had no in-
tention of providing the governor with the
means that would enable him eventually
to take away from them the choice of Su-
preme Court incumbents, or that would
enable future Democratic governors to

_choose upstate judges. They therefore

turned down the entire proposal. This, in-
cidentally, was the only program bill ad-
vanced by the governor that was de-
feated.

A second article will discuss Governaor

Dewey’s position on foreign policy and his
attitude toward key domestic problems.
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THE REBEL YELL

Washington.

GREAT storm is blowing up here as
A a result of the Supreme Court de-

cision outlawing the Texas white
primary and the looming fight in the Senate
on the House-adopted HR 7, the Marcan-
tonio anti-poll tax bill. Poll-tax Senators
are preparing to deliver. their filibustering
speeches in a high wind. Throughout the
South wherever white supremacists are

challenging pro-administration candidates-

in primaries, the already nauseous racist
appeals marking the campaigns are sure to
increase in desperation.

The old South is changing, its solidity
breaking up. The movement to nominate
Senator Byrd of Virginia for President in
place of Franklin D. Roosevelt is getting
nowhere fast. And certain of the worst poll
taxers are having election troubles. A
Woashington Post columnist recently Te-
ported that Rep. Howard W. Smith of
Virginia would be opposed this year by his
own cousin, Rixey Smith, secretary to
Senator Carter Glass. Senator Glass,
though ill for many months, has come out
in support of the President on such issues
as the soldiers’ vote and the veto of the tax
bill. He appears to be one of those rarities,
a southern conservative who places win-
ning theé war above partisan and sectional
prejudice. Healthy movements are also on
foot in Virginia to see that all of that state’s
delegates to the Democratic national con-
vention are not pledged to Byrd.

On top of the other signs that the great

combined effort of anti-fourth term Demo-
crats and Republicans to split the Demo-
cratic Party is producing a mere mouse,
Harry M. Woodring quit in dejection as
chairman of the American Democratic
National Committee, rallying center for the
anti-administration Democrats. Woodring
complained that anti-FDR men wouldn’t
speak out. The committee has petered out
into a little group dominated by Robert M.
Harriss, cotton broker who was Charles
E. Coughlin’s adviser on silver manipula-
tions and is now a member of the con-
tinuations eommittee appointed by Frank
Gannett’s Chicago food conference last
fall.

I decided to see Senator Josiah Bailey
of North Carolina, one of the chief spon-
sors of Byrd for President, and get his
thoughts on the poll tax and related mat-
ters. Senator Bailey is a courtly, gentle-
spoken man who appears much younger
than his seventy-one years. He thought Byrd
and Farley would be a good ticket “under
any circumstances.” That was all he would
say about it, though, and I doubt if he
thinks there is any life left in a Democratic
secessionist movement. He spoke of his in-
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dependence—how he had refused to come
out for Herbert Hoover in 1928, had
stumped the state “from mountains to the
sea” for Al Smith, although friends said it
would be suicidal, and how this campaign
“for religious liberty” sent. him to the
Senate two years later. A former editor of
the Biblical Recorder, he advocated the
first state appropriation for public schools
and wrote the first child labor law in the
South. “They called me a radical, and
beat me for governor in 1924 on that
basis,” he said proudly. “Now they call me
a conservative and the worst sort of Negro-
hater,” he said, sadly.

True, he had voted against the National
Labor Relations ‘Act and ‘the wage-hour
law. Seventeen tax bills had gone through
his hands—he didn’t say that his voice in
them was as reactionary as that of Sen.
Walter George of Georgig. He got along
fine with Negroes. He cited as proof his

two servants who have been with him

twenty-five years, and his contributions

to a Negro hospital. “But of course we

cannot. allow them to get in control in
North Carolina,” he said gently. “A horde
of Negroes voting in the primaries might
vote for the worst type of man, whereas
in North Carolina we don’t elect any sorry
types, but only the best sort.”

Naturally he would oppose HR 7, al-
though North Carolina had abolished the
poll tax. The Supreme Court decision
“probably will destroy the legalized primary
throughout the South,” he said calmly.
Asked what this meant, he said, “We’ll
probably go back to holding conventions.”
At present about 20,000 Negroes vote in
North Carolina’s primaries, which are all
that count. If 100,000 voted, he said, “it
would destroy the balance of power. Of
course we can’t allow that.” But he re-
gretted that northerners didn’t understand
how well he got along with Negroes, how
much he did for them. And he wished I
would do one thing—tell my magazine’s
readers that he was not controlled by any
shipping lobby. He was hurt that Helen
Fuller in the New Republic said he was
influenced by Max Gardner, former

North Carolina governor and big-time
lobbyist here, and John Hanes, North
Carolinian power in the US Shipping Lines.
“John was in here recently and asked if
the shipping lines had any chance of con-
trolling aviation after the war, and I said,
‘No, John."”

ITH the same courtliness, and in

well - rounded  eighteenth - century
sentences, Senator George said ‘that the
Supreme Court decision would tend to ac-
tivize and solidify the opposition to HR 7.
Sen. Kenneth McKellar of Tennessee,
who will be one of the bill’s most eager
opponents, is guarded by his brother, Don,
these days from reporters who won’t agree
in advance to do nice stories about him.
Don had never heard of NEw Massks but
apparently regarded it as something quite
as progressive as 1ime magazine, which, in
describing McKellar’s assault on TVA
alluded to him as “the Senate’s premier
spoilsman, choleric old Kenneth McKellar”
(he is seventy-five). Said Don: “My
brother is an old man, and I told this
young Time fella ’m not going to let any
reporters in who are just going to write
mean stories. Now if you were coming for
valid information—"" he cocked his head
and looked up for assurance which was not
forthcoming.

SEN. Joun H. BANKHEAD II may be
old, but his Alabama accent is not ac-
companied by the courtliness of Bailey and
George, as OPA officials can testify. (The
office walls of this ace subsidy foe display
under glass a blue ribbon awarded him by
the reactionary American Farm Bureau
Federation.) Bankhead hunched his aged
shoulders, worked his teeth silently and
allowed as how the Republicans “will be
divided” on HR 7, because they are “firm
believers in the Constitution.” This tribute
to Republicans was his nearest approach to
warmth. Asked about Sen. Joseph Guffey’s
remark that the soldiers’ vote bill repre-
sented an unholy alliance, he said it was
false, that there was no agreement with
Republicans—just “convictions.”

But what about the ordinary people of
the South, Negroes and whites, who were
interested in some of the issues such as
voting, rather than the constitutionality
which southern Senators always discussed
instead of the issue? The Senator, who had
called in his secretary to be present when
he learned I was from NEw Massks,
shifted his teeth furiously and said, “Now,
that sounds like a Communist question.”
He said the people of the South “may not
know what it means” but are taught to
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love the Constitution. He ignored the Fif-

teenth Amendment. When he learned. his
questioner had come from Arkansas, he
said testily, “You didn’t find any white
folks in Arkansas in favor of letting the
federal government usurp our powers over
the franchise, did you?” I said I thought
there might be some who favored democ-
racy for everybody. “Well, there may be
‘some Communists in Arkansas.”

SEN. James O. EastLaND of Mississippi,
author of the principal amendment
emasculating the soldiers’ vote bill; was
busy when I called, writing a speech at-
tacking the Hillman Political Action Com-
mittee of the CIO, which he intends to de-

liver on the floor after the recess. I specu-

lated that Martin Dies needed help, with
the CIO so strong in his district (Dies has
been busily smearing the committee). He
hadn’t reckoned when he got a war plant
down in Orange County that a lot of new
workers might get organized and he might
have opposition. I understood there was a
bunch of AFL people in the shipyards at
Pascagoula, Miss., in the Senator’s delta
country, too. Maybe not this year—he’s a
new Senator—but mightn’t they want to
vote later, and did not that disturb him?

“Communism will never get a foothold
in Mississippi,” the Senator said sonorously.
I was talking about unions getting a foot-
hold, I said. He went on: “The South has
the finest class of people in the world.
We’re not going to give way to aliens and
agitators in the North—like Sidney Hill-
man.” What he knew about the Hillman
committee was what John L. Lewis said
it was. That was enough for him. “John
L. Lewis is of course the greatest labor
leader in the land,” he said.

The Supreme Court decision would
have “absolutely no-effect” on Mississippi,
said Eastland, a youngish man and a posi-
tively ‘classy dresser compared to his co.l-
league, Theodore G. Bilbo, who goes in

for matching ties and handkerchiefs and

who has just got an entire new set of false
teeth after forty years’ service from the-old
plate, and is all ready for the filibuster.
“The question has been decided in Mis-
sissippi for eternity,” Eastland went on.
But did this mean Mississippi would defy
the law? At this he turned on his ques-
tioner and declaimed: “Do you believe in
intermarriage of the races! Do you?” His
eyes glistened behind his rimless glasses
. and a suggestion of a smile, an unpleasant
smile, hung on his thin lips. v
He declared it was a “Communist cal-
umny” that poor whites were barred from
voting by the poll tax. “Anybody who
wants to can vote, their poll tax will be
paid for them.” When asked if he thought
this was very democratic, he said he didn’t
‘mean “poor white” votes were bought, but
only that “friends” would pay their poll
taxes. We laughed heartily over that one.
I asked him if he was anti-Semitic, too.
“I’m not anti-anything,” he said. “Just say
I’'m for the South. The South has the best
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educated people in the world. And the most
ignorant are in New York City.”

Asked what he meant by education, he
amplified. “Well-read.” What did the
Senator like to read? “I’ve read every-
thing,” he said. But he wouldn’t say what.
I asked him to name one book he particu-
larly liked, any book, current or classic.

He was silent, then said simply: “Just say
the Bible.” ’
DOWN in Alabama another stripe of
Senator is putting up a battle to keep
his seat. Lister Hill has been an effective
win-the-war. Senator but he has never
stuck his neck out even a little on the poll
tax, soldiers’ vote, or any other issue in-
volving Negro rights. So his opponent,
James A. Simpson, Birmingham lawyer
and state senator, backed by the Associated
Industries of Alabama in a race not un-
noticed by the du Pont defeatist wing of
the National Association of Manufactur-
ers, campaigns almost solely on racist lines
anyway. Alabama racists do not dare at-
tack the President, but they attack his wife.
Copies of the cover of Alabama, a monthly
published in Birmingham by his backers,
showing Eleanor Roosevelt having an
orchid pinned on her by a Negro girl, and
another cover showing her at a CIO ser-
vicemen’s canteen, were widely circulated.

The caption over the March 10 issue with

*the canteen picture: “Eleanor Serves While

Races Commingle—and More Southerners
Realize the Issue’s Danger.” A Federated
Press story said Simpson’s headquarters dis-
tributed to rural mail boxes a special print-
ing of 200,000 copies of the Greensboro
W atchman, “a poisonous local anti-Negro,
anti-Jewish newspaper.” It was Simpson

who arranged for Sen. W. Lee O’Daniel’s .

anti-labor speech before the state legisla-
ture.

Hill calls his opponents “Republicrats,”
and in Florida, according to columnist
Drew Pearson, Republicans are pouring
money into the campaign to beat Sen.
Claude Pepper. His chief opponent is Ollie
Edmunds, backed by the Associated In-
dustries of Florida. The Byrd-for-Presi-
dent clubs there also oppose Pepper, who
would be the logical leader in the Senate
for approval of a decent postwar treaty.
The attack on Pepper is largely racist.

Unfortunately some pro-administration
candidates in the South, instead of cam-
paigning on issues, try to prove they are
just as anti-Negro as the white suprema-
cists who oppose them. In South Carolina
patriotism runs high; it is proud of its
large number of volunteers in the armed
forces. But Olin D. Johnston, former gov-
ernor, who has labor support in a region
where one-fifth of the voters are textile
workers, has allowed Sen. Ellison D.
(Cotton Ed) Smith and Eugene S. Blease,
half-brother of the late Cole L. Blease,
who advocated lynching Negroes when he
was in the Senate; to make racism the big
issue in the campaign. Blease and Smith,
who alludes to the President as “that car-

- pet-bagger,’

M

are backed by private power
and textile interests. The Textile Institute
of America contains both northern and
southern mills, rayon and cotton. If any
northern money is making its way into such
campaighs, it is well hidden. Smith is old
and crafty and a consummate actor. But
the state is mighty tired of his attitude to-
ward Roosevelt, who is well loved there,
and South Carolinians are trying to get,
Economic Stabilizer James F. Byrnes to
enter the race against the seasoned cam-
paigner and ultra-reactionary, Smith.
Anti-Semitism is the stock in trade of a
crudely fascist supporter of Sen. W. Lee
O’Daniel of Texas, one Buck Taylor, who
is campaigning against Rep. Lyndon John-
son of Texas, who is an OPA supporter.
Taylor is slated to get out of the race later
on after his poison is spread and let some
more respectable opponent of Johnson

* capitalize on it. Taylor’s picture, sombrero

and all, adorns a little sheet he gets out,
Buck Taylor’s Middle Buster. The
issue I saw stated: “I am all for congres-
sional legislation and a federal constitu-
tional amendment -to curb the power of
LABOR RACKETEERS, who, with the GINs-
BURGS AND BUREAUCRATS, now control
our government.” Opposite a reprint from
the Memphis Commercial Appeal alluding
to OPA Counsel David Ginsburg (now
in the Army) as a “youthful draft dodger”
and claiming his files perused by the
Smith committee proved a “scheme to
abolish the profit system,” Buck says: “I
despise the idea of putting a farmer in the
penitentiary, or fining him $10,000 for
giving' a neighbor a settin’ of eggs, a slab
of bacon, or a mess of garden stuff.”

John F. Cramer, columnist in the
Washington Daily News, a Scripps-How-
ard paper, wrote last week: “Rep. Martin
Dies is facing the toughest oppositiorf of
his career in the forthcoming Texas elec-
tions. District Judge Combs of Beaumont
has resigned to run against him. He is one
of the best beloved of all Texans.” So, de-
spite the endorsement of President William
Green of the AFL, it looks as if Dies may
be beaten—particularly with the Supreme
Court ruling. Green also has endorsed the
Republican defeatists, Sen. Gerald K. Nye
and Representatives Stephen A. Day and
Fred Busbey, Adam Lapin of the Daily
W orker has disclosed.

‘There are some in Washington who
shake their heads sadly and say the Su-
preme Court decision has hurt the fight for
HR 7 because it makes the poll taxers
fighting mad. Of course it does, because it
deals them a mortal blow. And by the
same measure it immensely heartens and
strengthens those fighting for HR 7. The
final jig will be up for the white suprema-
cists within a short time. Meantime their
desperate tactics should be met by a coolly
determined fight to commit Senators to
vote for cloture and to be present at all
vote for cloture and to be present at all
reader who begrudges the time and effort
to write his Senator is aiding the poll taxers.
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HOW NOT TO USE AIR POWER

AsT fall; American and British air com-
L manders freely predicted that the
sledgehammer of airpower would
knock out German industry within a few

months. Thus, on Oct. 15, 1943, Brig.

Gen. Curtis E. Le May, commander of
an Army Air Forces heavy bomber di-
vision, said- “German industry will be de-
stroyed by spring” by a hail of bombs.

It is obvious, of course, that nothing of

_ the kind has taken place and that the abil-
ity of so-called strategic bombing to win
an independent decision or to exert a de-
cisive influence on events on the battlefield
has been grossly exaggerated. Not only
that, however. We are still employing air-
power as a simple sledgehammer- on the
battlefield itself.

Such mistaken use of the airplane was
responsible for our failure at Cassino. The
principal feature of the third and strongest
Allied attempt to take that fortress was the
four-hour air bombardment of the town and
‘its immediate environs on the morning of
March 15. Nearly a thousand planes made
4,000 flights altogether and dropped 3,500
tons of bombs. Artillery simultaneously
laid down a barrage forty percent heavier
than was employed at El Alamein. Ger-

man defenses were nevertheless unshaken..

The reason is that the bombardment was
a separate blow which preceded rather
than, accompanied the action of in-
fantry.

During the last war, it was proved at a
cost of many lives that preliminary bom-
bardment, irrespective of weight, accom-
plishes little beyond running up the bill.
At Ypres, Arras, in Champagne, at Loos,
‘Verdun, the Somme, in Champagne again
and at Paschendaele,. the belligerent armies
laid down barrages which have been
equaled only a few times in the present
war and thern only on the narrowest fronts.
‘Yet no break through was achieved. Well
dug-in  troops invariably survived the
lesser barrages. In the case of the heavier
ibombardments, in each of which more shot
was fired than in all the bloody years of
the US Civil War, the target army merely
withdrew from range, figuring correctly
that the barrage guns could not be brought
up fast enough to prevent successful coun-
. ter-attacks on the enemy infantry moving
forward after the barrage had lifted.

The bombardment of Cassino differs
from the World War barrage only in hav-
ing been carried out under less favorable
conditions and in less effective form. First,
instead of a system of earthworks, the tar-
get was a stone town. As we should have
learned at Stalingrad, destruction multiplies
the cover offered by a town or city built
of stone and makes it easier to defend.
Second, the use of planes compelled attack-
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By JOSEPH REED

ers as well as attacked to tazke hampering
safety measures.

" Two hours before a formation of thirty-
six Mitchells opened the Cassino bombard-
ment, Allied units retired a thousand yards
from positions at the edge of the town to
avoid being hit by their own aircraft. The
time required to recross the strip after the
last bomber had gone was ample for the
return of the Germans, who had also left
the town, and for those who had descended
to Cassino’s much exaggerated cellars
(cellars and sewers are hardly an exclusive
feature of Cassino) to come up. Conse-
quently, the infantry sent in to “occupy”
the town following the air assault not only
found the Germans quite unpulverized but
ready at their posts.

THE Anglo-American belief in sledge-

~ hammer air bombardment has a com-
plex origin. One factor is the air forces’
desire for distinctive recognition, an urge
which is not unnatural but one which, it
should be noted, has been greatly stimu-
lated by the activities of isolationists, who
are not concerned with victory. Another is
a combination of “common sense” and an
all-too-frequent worship of statistics: “how
can anyone,” many of us—including some
generals who ought to know better—rea-
son, “stand up under such masses of ex-
plosive as our huge  war industries pro-
duce?” Reasoning in such a fashion itself
betrays a fundamental misunderstanding
of what the soldier terms “fire.”

One of the best-preved axioms of war
—thoroughly and correctly emphasized in
US Army manuals, by the way—is that
fire must be combined with movement to
be effective. What this ‘means is that ad-
vances must be made not after or before
but during fire. The reason is that fire has
a second function more important than de-
struction: it makes the enemy duck and
hence sharply restricts his ability to observe
the attacker’s movements or to return- fire.
In other words, fire gives the attacker
freedom of action. But that freedom does
not endure beyond the last barrage shot.

At present, the RAF and the US Army
Air Forces by and large fail to compre-
hend this truth fully. The wedding of
movement to fire demands the utmost co-
ordination of all arms. Unhappily, the fail-
ure of some commanders to direct their
thinking in that direction has given us not
only Cassino but air forces whose major
components are fitted only for war a la

 Cassino and which require considerable

modification to adapt them to correct all-
arm mobile warfare.-

To begin with, in comparison with the
Soviet and German, the American and
British air forces contain an unusual pro-

portion of four-motored bombers—For-
tresses, Liberators, Halifaxes, Lancasters,
and Stirlings. None of these is suited to
closely coordinated ground-air action.
Their requirement of the most elaborate re-

. pair and servicing facilities compels them

to base far behind the lines and makes
their shifting -with an advancing army dif-
ficult. Second, the percentage out of action
for maintenance work at any given mo-
ment is large. Finally, they are unmaneu-
verable and relatively slow and therefore
vulnerable to-flak (not to mention enemy
fighters). As a result, those capable at all
of daylight operations, the Fortresses and
Liberators, make their bombing runs at alti-
tudes of about 25,000 feet, levels at which
precision is lost, the Norden bombsight
myth to the contrary notwithstanding.
Yet, since gun emplacements are smaller
targets than factories, greater precision is
demanded of battlefield than of strategic
bombing, -

The system under which the majority of
Anglo-American medium, as well as all
heavy bomber squadrons, operate is highly
centralized, with missions originating at the
divisional level or higher and reaching the
squadrons only after passage through a
complicated net of channels (planning, in-
telligence, and so forth). As a result, mis-
sions generally take twenty-four hours to
prepare. Operations in the main follow this
unwieldy pattern even in Italy, where we
have been engaged on a land front for more
than seven months. Such a system obvi-
ously precludes effective air participation in
all but the most static ground actions. A
thorough overhauling, it seems to me, is
necessary, at least in other than heavy
bomber squadrons. (Since heavy bombers
cannot economically carry out any but theit
present missions, the latter might just as
well be left as is.) Squadron organization
should be decentralized and direct contact
provided with ground units so that even
such small units as a regiment may obtain
prompt supporting fire for its movements,
as well, of course, as up-to-the-minute re-
connaissance reports. Some retraining of
pilots and crews may also be required in
the special problems of ground-air action,
such as operation without elaborate pre-
liminary target instruction or “briefing,”
instant recognition of “targets of opportu-
nity”—that s, targets unexpectedly en-
countered while on patrol or other mis-
sion, and quick distinction between friendly
and enemy ground forces.

UDGING from newspaper reports it
would seem that in anticipation of the

second front, both the RAF and USAAF

_have established ground support forces in

(Continued on page 31)
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Mr. Hull's Speech

WE WERE not surprised by the con-

tents of Secretary Hull’s excellent
and definitive exposition of our foreign pol-
icy. These columns have for months con-
tended that our country does have a fruitful
policy and that this policy is predicated on
the sound principles of Allied collaboration
for the war and the peace. It has always
appeared to us ridiculous when a small
though influential group in and out of
Congress charges that we are floundering
in stormy political $eas for want of basic
directives in the conduct of our interna-
tional affairs. Those directives have been
apparent from any number of agreements

to which our government committed itself -

—from the Lend-Lease agreements down
through the Teheran accord. Even the
lowliest bellhop knew about them, but the
Republican bigwigs, joined by irresponsible
liberals, insisted otherwise. . In Mr.
Hull’s speech they have their answer once
again. His address should set them back on
their heels, for it tears away every fantastic
invention which the partisan-minded have
devised to stir confusion about where we
are going and how we shall get there.
-On what pillars does our foreign policy
rest! They are the four-power coalition
and lasting friendship between ourselves,
our leading allies and the other members
of the United Nations. Unlike the ’thirties
and very early ’forties our policy is no longer
a makeshift, a hit and miss affair, or a day
to day contrivance patched together out of
wishful thinking and treacherous preju-
dices. Our policy now is rich and -more
mature. This is no small achievement, for
we have come to the belief in the concept
of coalition and grand alliance after many
bitter experiences. Mr. Hull tells us as
much at the outset of his talk. “We in this
country have moved from a deep-seated
tendency toward separate action to the
knowledge and conviction that only
through' unity of action can there be
achieved in this world the results which
are essential for the continuance of free
peoples.” And from this fundamental ob-
servation ‘flow all the conclusions he draws
for future policy. Without harmony among
the coalition’s leaders, on whom rests the
responsibility for successful warfare and
successful reconstruction, the small nations
cannot be safe, and in time an aggressor
will rise again to scorch, plunder, and ruin.
Unity, then, is the basic English to de-
scribe our foreign policy. With unity all
outstanding issues can be settled by agree-
ment and compromise. All other issues in
fact become secondary to the maintenance
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of harmony and good will. And with unity
deeply imbedded and supporting all that
we do and say, -nothing can obstruct the
road to stable progress in the economic
sphere and the building of a stable Europe
out of the chaos into which it has been
thrust by Hitler.

Stability, after the extirpation of Nazism,

‘is our goal. We want it everywhere. We

want it in Italy, we want it in France. Mr.
Hull has indicated that in France the
French National Committee will be given
every opportunity to exercise leadership in
the administration of civil life. That is de-
cidedly to the good and marks a definite
advance over what so many have justifiably
believed to be an immature attitude to-
wards French problems. Our own convic-
tion is that the govcrnments position on
the French Committee is not frozen and
that it has been undergoing many changes,
perhaps too slowly to keep pace with events,
but changes for the better nevertheless. Even
as it is presently constituted the French
Committee is deserving of greater support
than we have been giving it. The com-
position of the French provisional govern-
ment in Algiers is a guarantee that France,
until a permanent government agreed
upon by the entire electorate is set up, will
be ruled by a body endorsed by every major
anti-fascist political group. The Committee
also provides us with the means of facilitat-
ing our military plans. It will help in secur-
ing the Allied rear after the invasion. But
most important, our-active cooperation with
it now, cooperation beyond that envisaged
by Mr. Hull at this stage, will heighten
the enthusiasm of a fighting people for
whom the French Committee acts as
trustee. To recognize the Committee and
work in closest harmony with it does not,
as we see it, compromise France’s free
choice of how and by whom she will be
governed later. The Algiers government

is exactly what it says it is—provisional.”

It would not have the support of the Com-
munists nor would they participate in its
work if the Committee in any way in-
tended to limit the sovereignty of the
French people or obstruct the road to fu-
ture change. In our opinion, we shall have
to recognize the Committee soon or late.
If we do it now we shall reap the rewards
of having acknowledged necessity and
avoided the ill-feeling which delay may
engender among many Frenchmen.

Mr. Hull is aware of the vast fer-
ment which embraces the continent. His

~words in behalf of a democratic Europe

will be passed from mouth to mouth, they

will be spread through the underground
grapevine, they will appear in hundreds of
leaflets and illegal newspapers, they wilk
bring joy and hope to thousands of Euro-
pean men and women who fight and wait:
for the day of deliverance. These are the-
fruits of a progressive foreign policy whose-
basic motivation is unbridled hatred for the-
enemy and devotion to our friends, who-
will show us their gratitude on D-day. The:
concept of foreign policy as a collection of
diplomatic recipes, of a blueprint applica~
ble to every given set of circumstances is.
not only false—it is infantle. Viewed in.
the context of broad objectives the Atlan~
tic Charter, as Mr. Hull informs us, points.
“the direction in which solutions are to be
sought; it does not give solutions.” And
the same is true of American foreign pol-
icy. Our policy is directed towards great
humanitarian objectives. It is a modern
policy for a modern world. It is an evolv~
ing policy whose potentialities for a better
and more stable international community
are clear to any mind that is not a roost
for Dr. Goebbels.

The venal and the stupid will continue:
their quarrels with Mr. Hull and the Presi-
dent. Their false charges will comfort our
foes particularly in this election year. It is
also the year in which we face a hard mili~
tary struggle. We cannot fall into the trap
of partisanship without injuring our cause..
We cannot enter into controversies which
Berlin will advertise in its own interests..
Every written and spoken word, every
deed and act must pass the test of whether-
it welds greater unity, lifts morale, drives.
us forward on our chosen course. If it
does not it will be a tragedy, to use Mr.
Hull’s closing words, “to you and to your
children and to the world-for generations.”™

Setback to the Poli Taxers

! I ‘HE Supreme Court decision outlawing-
the Texas white primary is a great

“democratic act that will strengthén the

unity of the people in the anti-Axis war-

~even if it displeases a small clique of poll

tax orators. Congratulations are due to alk
those who helped wage this fight to a suc~
cessful conclusion, particularly to the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of
Colored People, which conducted the ap-
peal. The NAACP has called on Attorney-
General Biddle to inform party officials in
other southern states that exclusion of Ne-
gro voters from the primaries is a federal
crime. There ought to be widespread in-
sistence that any effort to subvert the de-
cision, as a number of members of Congress.
and state officials have threatened, be prose-.
cuted without delay.

-
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The decision, if carried into effect, de-
molishes one of the twin devices used in
southern states to deprive the Negroes and
a large section of economically depressed
whites of the franchise. In 1927 the Su-
preme Court outlawed the Texas white
primaries set up under the supervision of the
state. The state thereupon got around this
by vesting the right to bar Negroes in the
convention of the Democratic Party on the
ground that voting was limited to members
of the party, which, as a private organiza-
tion, had a right to determine its member-
ship. THis subterfuge was upheld by the
Supreme Court in 1935. The latest deci-
sion, written by Justice Stanley F. Reed,
with only Justice Owen J. Roberts dissent-
ing, reverses ‘the 1935 opinion. Justice
Reed’s statement that “Under our Con-
stitution the great privilege of choosing his
rulers may not be denied a man by the state
because of his color,” and that the state
cannot nullify this principle “through cast-
ing its electoral process in a form which
permits a private organization to practice
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racial discrimination in the election” are

~words of far-reaching import that reveal

the vitality of our democracy in this people’s
war. ;
There still remains the second evil, the
poll tax, which denies the right to vote to
millions of Negroes and whites in eight
states. The Supreme Court decision, as Vir-
ginia Gardner points out in her article in
this issue, should spur the fight for passage
of the anti-poll tax bill, HR 7, when the
Senate convenes April 17.

Decision for Decency

FAIR minded Americans of every politi-

cal persuasion will welcome the de-
cision of the Board of Immigration Appeals
withdrawing its warrant of deportation
against Mrs. Raissa Browder, wife of Earl
Browder, the general secretary of the
Communist Party. Only those who incline
toward the code of Mein Kampf will dis-
agree: Mr. Hearst and Westbrook Pegler
will find little comfort in the action. Theirs

‘Bill of Goods

b SR

is the gallant code which would override
any considerations of simple humanity—
such as the persection of a mother of three
children and scattering a family—merely
because they don’t agree with the father’s
political outlook. The way of the fascist in
America has been weakened by this deci-
ston: it is cause for all democrats to rejoice.

The "Times" and a Deserter

HILE the New York Times insists

that relations with the Soviet Union
be completely contingent on the USSR’s
agreement with the T#mes’ economic and
political credo, that newspaper also supple-
ments its diktats to Washington by giving
space to every anti-Soviet canard which its
enterprising Social-Democratic journalists
can fish out of the sewer. Victor Krav-
chenko, a deserter from the Red Army, is
the Times’ latest conquest. With the help
of staff member Joseph Shaplen, Krav-
chenko is dressed up as an important Soviet
official, when the fact is that he was nothing

-

DON’T be surprised if one of these days a group of irate
bankers and industrialists gather in Times Square, New
York, and hold a protest demonstration outside the-Times
Building. The Times seems so determined to misinform and
mislead the conservative groups for whom it professes to
speak that their patisnce must inevitably approach the break-
ing point. Consider the fantastic job that this newspaper,
which prides itself on its journalistic standards, did with
an article on the teaching of economics in Soviet schools,
an abridged version of which appears in the Spring 1944,
issue of Science and Society. This article, written by a num-
ber of leading Soviet economists, is designed to correct
certain defects in teaching economics. However, in a news
story by Will Lissner the Times describes this as nothing
less than “a sweeping change . . . in Marxist economic
dogmas” and “a revolution in the official economic philoso-
phy of the Soviet Union.” This “revolution,” Lissner re-
ports, consists in embracing all sorts of capitalist economic
doctrines and practices, such as profits, wage differences,
market prices, and taxes, and in affirming the progressive
character of capitalism itself. And ‘“this new theory re-
moves contradictions of viewpoint impeding collaboration
by the Russian socialist economy with the western industrial
capitalist economies of the Soviet Union’s democratic allies.”
The next day the Tines devoted its leading editorial to
this newly discovered “revolution.” The author of the
editorial, having the advantage over his colleague, Lissner,
in not having read the Science and Society piece, was able
to embellish the garbled Lissner version with his own spec-
tacular flights of fancy. We are told, for example, that the
“new doctrine . . . in effect abandons the three most funda-
mental tenets of Marxist ‘science’ ”’: the doctrine of the class
struggle, the materialistic conception of history, and the
theory of surplus value. A careful reading of the Science
and Society article reveals: (1) the doctrine of the class
struggle is not even mentioned—incidentally, the class strug-
gle, whether or not the editors of the T#mes choose to
recognize it, is a fact of life discovered not by Marx, but, as

he himself pointed out, by his bourgeois precursors; (2) the
materialistic conception of history (historical materialism)
is not only not abandoned, but is used to correct certain
distortions that had crept into the teaching of economics in
Soviet schools; (3) the theory of surplus value is likewise
not abandoned, but, on the contrary, the article emphasizes
that surplus labor, which creates surplus value (divided under
capitalism into profit, interest, and rent), continues to exist
under socialism, but instead of the surplus product being
privately appropriated “by parasitic exploiting classes,” it is
“systematically devoted to purposes of accumulation” for the
expansion of production and “to cover the current needs of
society as a whole.”

HE idea that under socialism there must be differences in
wages stems not from Stalin, but from Marx. This is

‘epitomized in the well known Marxist slogan: “From each

according to his ability, to each according to his work”
(work including both quantity and quality). Only in the
highest stage of social development, Communism, which has
not yet been attained in the USSR, is it possible to replace
this with the principle: “From each according to his ability,
to each according to his need.” A statement of these basic
principles in language simple enough even for an editor of
the Times to understand can be found in Marx’s Critique
of the Gotha Program. As for capitalism, if the Times
editors are interested in a really eloquent tribute to its pro-
gressive and revolutionary historic role:as compared with
feudalism (or, for that matter, primitive communism), we
suggest a document written some years prior to the spring
of 1944—the Communist Manifesto.

The Times is trying to sell its readers a bill of goods:
that the Soviet Union is moving toward capitalism and that
this constitutes the basis for collaboration between it and
the United States. We hope that not many businessmen are
swallowing these inanities, for there is no more illusory
basis on which to build a durable structure of friendly col-
laboration between the two countries.
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APRlL 13, the day
Ny this issue of New
Masses is placed on
sale, marks four
KGR  months sinece Morris
e i U. Schappes, noted
anti-fascist teacher and writer, was sent to
jail on a trumped-up perjury charge as a
result of the Rapp-Coudert witch-hunt.
Have you written to Gov. Thomas E.
Dewey, Albany, NY., urging him to pardon
Schappes?
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more than a pipe inspector at the disposal
of the Soviet Purchasing Commission in
this country. And between Shaplen and
Kravchenko, with the assistance of Arthur
Sulzberger’s high speed presses, a host of
charges are produced against the USSR
which put even Dr. Goebbels to shame for
lack of imagination.

We ask, as did the conservative Jewish
Morning Journal the other day, what kind
of person is this Kravchenko who betrays
his country “in the midst of a mortal war
and when it fights so valiantly?” The an-
swer is simple: every country has its traitors
and defilers and the Soviet Union is no ex-
ception. They are invariably linked either
in fact or spirit to the enemies of mankind.
Our own traitors blare at us through the
radio in Berlin or Rome. Their friends
operate here under any number of dis-
guises. The Soviet Union’s own fifth col-
umn has been brought to account, but one
or two of them manage to evade the most
vigilant eyes. Kravchenko waited until he
could join forces with his American coun-
terparts to spew forth the views which he
admits he “long felt in Russia.” Those
views are part and parcel of Nazism. They
are identical with what the German propa-
ganda machine has manufactured to smash
the coalition and hamstring our war effort.
Kravchenko is not only an enemy of his
native land but an enemy of the United
States and all our allies. He who harms the
coalition harms us.

The New Leader, that Social Demo-
cratic repository of every indecent and scur-
rilous political opinion, naturally has the
highest esteem for deserter Kravchenko. Its
columnist Max Eastman uses Kravchenko’s
statement to besmirch those whom he calls
“mush heads” for wanting close and friend-
ly relations with the USSR. And since
President Roosevelt is a leading proponent
of such a policy, he too, according to the
Eastman lexicon, must be a “mush head.”
In fact Eastman charges the President with
being Stalin’s dupe. Hearst and Goebbels
could wish for nothing better and they are
so delighted with Kravchenko’s treachery
that he has become the immediate hero of
their propaganda warfare. This is the serv-
ice which the New York T#mnes performs
for a country at war.
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The Old Guard "T'akgs Over

ENDELL WILLKIE has bowed him-

iself out in an abrupt and dramatic
climax to his campaign for the Republican
presidential nomination. He is undoubtedly
right in believing that he cannot be nom-
inated. Even if he had won the Wisconsin
primary, it would have been difficult for
him to have wrested the nomination from
the machine-controlled convention. For as
the weeks have passed, it has become in-
creasingly evident that more than ever are
the Spanglers, Tafts, and Vandenbergs in
the GOP saddle and that they are passion-
ately determined to earmark the nomina-
tion for one who, if not outspokenly de-
featist, can be counted on to take his cue
from those who are.

With Mr. Willkie’s retirement all pos-
sibility that the Republican Party nationally
can be transformed into a vehicle for poli-
cies approximating those of the Moscow
and Teheran conferences has ended. In
this sense his defeat is a setback for the
country as a whole. But Mr. Willkie’s
crushing defeat in Wisconsin is being in-
terpreted by wishful commentators as sig-
nifying much more: a nationwide trend
toward repudiation of international collab-
oration and of a fourth term for President
Roosevelt. This is nonsense. These com-,
mentators overlook the fact that the man
who got the most votes in Wisconsin was
not Thomas E. Dewey, but Franklin D.
Roosevelt, who was unopposed in the
Democratic primary.

Even in regard to the Republican voters
Wisconsin offers no ground for sweeping
generalizations. Just why Mr. Willkie
chose to make the test in that state is not
clear in view of the fact that the Republi-
can machine, which controls the state ad-
ministration, is exceptionally reactionary,
with America First elements well en-
trenched. Perhaps Mr. Willkie and his
advisers felt that because in Wisconsin each
party’s primary is open to voters of any or
no political affiliation, he would attract a
substantial number of Democrats, Pro-
gressives, and independents. This calcula-
tion proved wrong. The Democratic voters
chose to participate in their own party
primary where the vote was surprisingly
high considering that FDR was unopposed.

. And the fact that the Republican vote was

actually 32,000 less than in 1940 would
seem to indicate that it was limited almost
entirely to regular Republican voters. To
the extent that Progressive Party voters
participated it is likely that, under the in-
fluence of the defeatist LaFollette leader-
ship of that party, they gave their votes to
Mr. Willkie’s opponents, particularly to
the candidates pledged to Gen. Douglas
MacArthur to whose staff Phil LaFollette
is attached.

Nor did Mr. Willkie help himself by
some of his tactics. True, in his Wisconsin

speeches he struck hard at the reactionaries
in his own party and argued for the prin-
ciples that had previously won him wide
popular support. But at the same time he ™
sought to placate these reactionaries with
demagogic attacks on the Roosevelt admin-
istration, with the result that he alienated
both the conservative Republican voters
and the progressive Democrats and inde-
pendents, including organized labor. It is,
nevertheless, noteworthy that even under
the most unfavorable conditions the com-
bined vote of the Willkie candidates and
of those pledged to Lieutenant-Commander
Stassen, who is identified in the public mind
with Mr. Willkie’s views, was about thirty-
six percent of the total, or only slightly less
than the Dewey vote.

With Mr. Willkie out of the way, the
field seems clear for Gov. Thomas E.
Dewey, who has long been the favorite of
the GOP high command. Dewey’s political
godfather is Herbert Hoover, who, accord-
ing to Washington Merry-Go-Round, has
been working energetically for his nomina-
tion. Hoover is an expert international
operator, closely associated with Lindbergh
and the whole negotiated peace crowd.
Hoover’s backing, the warm words about
Dewey recently spoken by Col. Robert R.
McCormick, and the pledge of support
from Gerald L. K. Smith immediately
after the Wisconsin primary fill in the long
Albany silences and reveal the true political
platform of the coy New York governor.

As for Mr. Willkie, though he has re-
tired from the Republican race, he is too
vital a personality to retire from political
activity. In announcing his withdrawal he
pledged to continue to work for the “prin-
ciples and policies for which I have fought
during the last five years.” There isn’t the
ghost of a chance that the Republican
Party will nominate a candidate represent-
ing those principles and policies. There is
only one way that Mr. Willkie can work
for them: to work for the reelection of
President Roosevelt.
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Moscow (via Inter-Continent News).
T 1s already clear that one of the conse-
I quences of the war will be a major
change in the volume, nature, and di-
rection of world trade. The pre-war con-
ditions prevailing in the world market no

longer satisfy, either qualitatively or quan- -

titatively, the standard of production at-
tained by the leading industrial countries
in the course of the conflict. The establish-
ment and consolidation of the anti-Hitler
coalition opens rich opportunities for post-
war - cooperation between the foremost
democratic powers—which have been called
upon to play a leading role in the world’s
future—and ‘other peace-loving natlons,
big and- small.

The determination of the United Na-
tions to collaborate with each other in
solving postwar international economic
problems is witnessed by such international
events as Teheran, the Moscow confer-
ence, the existing agreement between Allies
on lend-lease supplies, the establishment of
UNRAA, and the negotiations to organ-
ize a stabilization fund, etc. The obligation
regarding economic collaboration in the
sphere of postwar trade is provided for by
Article VII of the Lend-Lease Agreement
which is directed at eliminating all forms
of unjust practices in international trade, at
lowering tariffs and removing other trade
barriers.

Once again the banner of free trade is
being raised in- capitalist countries. What
is meant by “free trade”? Big capitalist
circles in the United States ‘oppose_govern-
ment interference in economic affairs, in-
cluding foreign trade, Big American banks,
for example, object to an international
stabilization fund. These circles are of the
opinion that everything should be left en-
tirely to “private initiative.” There are a
number of other interpretations of the prin-
c1ple of free trade. Some leading figures
in the United States, including Vice-Presi-

dent Wallace, claim that finance capital by -

denying government control in US for-
eign trade are trying in their own mer-
‘cenary interests to institute their own con-
trol in this sphere.

All people who have given the ‘matter
any consideration agree that in the interests
of really developing postwar world trade,
the trade policy of the democratic countries
should be directed towards developing nor-
mal world trade and removing the many
obstacles that have accumulated in the in-
terval between two wars. If it should be
found impossible to eliminate harmful prac-
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tices it would be expedient to bring them
down to a minimum.

It has been pointed out that the “most
favored nation” principle should be applied
with reference to trade turnover among the
United Nations. Such international collabo-
ration in the sphere of postwar trade should
be based on the democratic principle of
respect for the independence of countries,
big and small, which precludes the eco-
nomic bondage of some countries or specu-
lating on the needs of a Europe ruined by
the Germans. There is no getting away
from the fact that certain circles will strive
towards a “free trade” which disregards
the interests of economically weak .coun-
tries or those wrecked by the fascists.
Democratic forces must vigorously combat
these tendencies. After the war the trade
policies of the democratic countries must
help promote the healthy economic devel-
opment of all countries.

({4

HE role of Britain and the United
States in world trade after the war
will naturally increase. Prior to the war
these two countries occupied first place in
the world market. The role in world ex-
port of certain other countries, such as
Canada and Australia, will be also con-
siderably enhanced. On the whole, export
possibilities in world trade will in all prob-
ability be twice as great compared with ac-
tual world export in the pre-war period.
Under the restricted solvency of the world
market this signifies a perspective of the
further aggravation and intensification of
competition.
It is not without reason that financial
and trading circles in the United States and
Britain suspect each other of trying to

.. strengthen their positions one at the expense

of the other in the African, Indian, Latin
American, and other markets. Taking ad-
vantage of the difficulties the war has
placed in the way of Britain’s foreign
trade, American industrial and trading
firms aim to take the place, in one way or
another, of their British competitors in the
trade of the Latin American countrles, the
Far and Middle East, as well as in the
trade of such British dominions and colo-
nies as Canada and India, etc. It stands to
reason that the rivals of the American ex-
porters—the interested British circles—
have sharply reacted to American claims in
this field. British business circles favor the
distribution and division of world markets.
Americans in the majority of cases favor

POSTWAR TRADE AND PEACE

free competition on the werld market. In
keeping with this, Americans are for a
multilateral system of trade where the
British are for a bilateral system. The
Americans are supporting themselves on
the great economic strength of their country
and, reasonably, assume that in the condi-
tions of free competition and a multilateral
system of trade their position in the world

~market will be stronger than that of any

other country. The British -for their part
accuse American business circles of placing
big obstacles in the way of foreign goods
reaching the American home market.

The great leap in the scope of American
export cannot fail to raise questions of.
changing the policy in the sphere of im-
ports, for agreements on mutual tariff con-
cessions, which the United States has been
concluding with other countries in order to
mitigate somewhat the conditions govern-
ing imports, cannot fully satisfy the require-
ments of their business partners. The
Americans themselves are beginning to
realize this.

Trade with the Soviet Union will be
one of the decisive factors in promoting
postwar international commerce. Unques-
tionably trade relations with the Soviet
Union will be of advantage to Britain and
the United States and other countries. Pro-
vided the matter is wisely approached, the
USSR can afford them a large and reliable
market such as can hardly be. expected of
any other partner. The state nature of So-~
viet trade considerably facilitates the organi-
zation of mutual economic relations and re-
leases exporters from the risk of losing their
investments as the result of possible bank-
ruptcy. It is also quite clear that the scale
and structure of Soviet imports will depend
to a considerable degree on the extent and
conditions of credits which will be granted
the Soviet Union. The mutual interests of
the export countries and the USSR raise
the question of big, long term credits. Nat-
urally the Soviet Union, which is a power-
ful indystrial country possessing many kinds
of resources, will come forward on "the
world market not only as the purchaser but
also as the exporter of a number of com-
modities.

The development of world trade can
and must substantially help preserve and
strengthen universal peace.

A. F. VOSKRESENSKY.

The article above is from a recent issue of

the “War and the Working Class.”.
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THE RED ARMY'S MOVES

N ApriL 2 Marshal Stalin an-
Onounced that the Red Army had

crossed the state frontier of the
USSR into Rumania. On April 8 he an-
nounced that the Red Army had reached
the frontier of Czechoslovakia near the
Tartar Pass.

This means that two spearheads are
poised.and aimed at a possible junction with
"Marshal Tito’s forces. Marshal Zhukov
could conceivably move from .the Tartar
Pass toward Belgrade across the Transyl-
vanian Plateau (a distance of 280 miles,
without a single serious natural obstacle
between the Carpathians and the middle
Danube) while Marshal Konev could
move, skirting the Carpathians on the east,
through the Galatz-Fokshani Gap to the
Iron Gate of the Danube (a distance of
about 300 miles). In the case of Konev,
natural obstacles would be abundant, be-
cause between the Siret where Konev now
stands and the Danube no less than thirty
fair sized rivers run athwart this opera-
tional direction. While we have always
maintained that Napoleon was right when
he said that “rivers are first class obstacles
only for third class armies,” in this case
quantity may change into quality: thlrty
rivers means scores of pontoon brldges just
along one line of communications, and
that is a terrific number of pontoons. Thus,
while not overestimating the strength of the
Galatz-Fokshani position, whici Mr. Han-
son W. Baldwin throws across the path of
~the Red Army with such obvious glee,
we still realize that Marshal Konev’s
march through Moldavia and Walachia
would be no picnic, especially beyond
Ploesti.

Now let us look at Marshal Zhukov’s
position. Stalin’s announcement says that
the Red Army has reached the state fron-
tier, which runs between the USSR and
Czechoslovakia along the Carpathian di-
vide; i.e., roughly along the crests of the

mountains and directly across the passes.

Thus “reaching the border” must mean
also acquiring possession virtually of the
highest points. Look at the map and you
will see both cis-Carpathian and trans-
Carpathian rivers running respectively south
and north from the border line. This means
that Zhukov’s men have accomplished per-
_haps the most difficult part of the Carpathi-
an march and an irruption into the plain
beyond the mountains is quite possible in
the nearest future. It may well be taking
place at this writing (April 9).

While Zhukov is knocking at the gates
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of Czechoslovakia, whose five-year “pri-
son term” may nearly be over, and Konev
marches down the Moldavian plain toward
the Fokshani Gap, General Malinovsky
has taken Odessa.

The Black Sea Fleet, which Mr. Han-
son W. Baldwin describes as “battered
remnants,” will now enter the picture and
give “Him-Who-Gets-Slapped -by-the-
Red-Army” the lie again. With the cap-
ture of Odessa by Malinovsky, the position
of the Germans in the Crimea has become
untenable for long and Constanta will be
blockaded. , —

In connection with the victorious march
of Marshals Zhukov and Konev, the first
harbinger of Allied strategic cooperation,
born of the decisions of Teheran, has made
its appearance over the 300 mile gap sepa-
rating the Red Army from the nearest
units of the Yugoslav Army of Liberation:
Allied bombers, based in Italy, have blasted
some key-points of Nazi communication
lines between Germany and the Rumanian
front—DBucharest, Budapest, Zagreb, Plo-
esti, and other points which were not clearly
identified.

THUS direct operational cooperation be-

tween the western Allies and the USSR
has been established. The importance of
the fact itself is truly great. It would seem
to us at this stage that the political meaning
of these bombings far exceeds their military
importance. As experience has shown, rail-
way communications must be battered con-
stantly in order to stay “out.” Furthermore,
our famous high altitude “precisiop” bomb-
ing does not seem to be any too effective
against precision targets. General havoc—
yes; but pinpoint demolition, such as against
railways—is another story (note that we
have never been able to knock out the

Rome marshalling yards). Thus, the Al-,

lied air forces will have to visit the key
junctions between Vienna and Bucharest
almost daily and bomb them at low levels
before any appreciable effect will be felt
on the Rumanian front.

Mr. Edwin L. James, the “inspiration”
of the New York Times anti-Soviet
policy, already mumbles something about
the Russians’ “duty” to do some strategic
bombing in the Balkans themselves. Mr.
James obviously thinks that the Allies have
already overstrained themselves in dropping
a few bombs on Budapest and Bucharest
and that Russian gratitude is almost over-
due.

While acknowledging the importance of

inter-Allied cooperation over the gap be-
tween Marshal Zhukov and Marshal Tito,
let us not exaggerate its purely mlhtary
portent.

It would be vastly more 1mportant
to divert some of the “unemployed” troops
in Italy and send them to reinforce Mar-
shal Tito so he could effectively push to
the valley of the Sava and Danube to meet
Marshals Zhukov and Konev. The great
strategic possibility is right there. Why not
seize it, instead of limiting our action to
throwing more tin cans over the fence?

The Soviet High Command will prob-
ably continue to use its air force for the
most part tactically and operationally (i.e.,
on the battlefield in support of troops and
in the immediate enemy rear). To them
the air force is an extension of artillery and
they do not believe in its purely strategic
function, just as nobody believes in an inde-
pendent functioning of artillery. Both “ar-
tillery duels” and “strategic bombing”
when unaccompanied by land fighting are
sure signs of military stalemate.

Thus it must be acknowledged that in
the fighting in the European theater a stale-
mate still covers all areas west of the Riga-
Lvov-Bucharest line, with the notable
exception of Yugoslavia, where men vir-
tually without planes and tanks manage
to fight a considerable number of German
troops.

IN THE Pacific our central naval battering
ram has reached to within less than 500
miles of the Philippines. It has struck at
Palau, Yap, and other correlated enemy
bases, destroying all Japanese ships found
in those harbors, and knocking down a lot
of Japanese planes. Most of the Marshalls
atolls have been cleared. In short, the sha-
dow of our air-sea power has touched the
Japanese inner defenses. It would seem
clear that we are driving for an eventual
landing in South China. This means that
the Japanese must at all cost prevent the
reinforcement of the Chinese armies via a
new Burma Road and must make another
attempt at Changsha this spring to establish
direct north-south communications for their
armies in China. This is why they are
marching into India. Their object is to
cut the Bengal-Assam railroad and force
General Stillwell to give up the construc-
tion of the Ledo Road. The stakes are
great for the Japanese. This is why the
over-optimistic and lighthearted attitude of
the British Command in India is so surpris-

ing.
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THOMAS JEFFERSON'S PHILOSOPHY

By FRANCIS FRANKLIN

On the occasion of the 201st anniversary
of Thomas Jefferson’s birth, April 13, we
are happy to present this article by Francis
Franklin. Mr. Franklin is the author of the
new book, “The Rise of the American
Nation,” recently issued by International
Publishers, and is @ member of the faculty
of the Jefferson School of Social Sciemce.

of our country following the early

Jeffersonian period which preserved
and extended the democratic achievements
of our War for Independence. In no coun-
fry, except in the Soviet Union after 1917,
was any stable government ever founded
so consciously on the basis of political phi-
losophy as was that of the United States
in 1789. (The first French Republic was
founded as consciously on the basis of
theory as was the United States, but it did
not endure in the face of counter-revolu-
tion as did the American government.)
" The leaders of our Revolution united
theory with practice and widely dissern-
inated their philosophy, which was openly
political and completely divorced from re-
ligion to a degree unparalleled in previous
history. The Hamiltonian Federalists fol-
lowing the Revolution enunciated a clear-
cut reactionary theory, and the Jefferson-
jan Democrats, who triumphed over the
Hamiltonians, organized their party and
guided their campaigns by the democratic
philosophy which Jefferson wrote into the
Declaration of Independence. Yet after
the war of 1812, theory was quietly aban-
doned. With few exceptions party conflicts
revolved around immediate issues divorced
from long-range perspectives, for which
theory is necessary, and it became tradi-
tional for political contests to center around
personalities rather than even the immedi-
ate issues. Americans became famous for a
certain narrow practicality, which was be-
lieved to hold theory and political philoso-
phy in contempt. Today, most Americans
have forgotten that philosophy ever played
a great role in American life.

Although the conscious application of po-
litical theory to social problems tended to
disappear in the course of our history, the
revolutionary philosophy of the eighteenth
‘century left its imprint upon our institu-
tions, customs, habits, and modes of speech.
Thus, it is a part of our heritage, persist-
ing in phrases and slogans which every
American employs. Every schoolboy learns

Q cuRrIous thing happened in the history
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them. We read them daily in the news-
papers and hear them in every political
speech. Yet they persist in a fragmentary
form, and very few realize that these cus-
tomary phrases were originally derived
from a systematic body of .theory, which
embodied not only a theory of government
but a concept of the nature of the universe
as well. Thus, our theoretical heritage has
become largely unconscious. We have been
like the man who spoke prose all his life

without knowing it.

MEN need science when they are con-

fronted with great problems. If the
pressing problems are those of manufactur-
ing, physics and chemistry will be the sci-

ences receiving major attention from those

in control of industry; and these, of course,
are the sciences which have been most
highly developed in the United States since
the commencement of our industrial ac-
tivity after the Civil War. But when the
problems are economic, political, or social,

there must be a quest. for social science.
Of the latter variety were the problems
which confronted us during the revolution-
ary and formative period of our nation.

Again today, it is economic and political
problems which are taking precedence over
all others. Men of all classes are recogniz-
ing increasingly that to solve the problems
of our postwar world, which are insepar-
able from the supreme problem of win-
ning the war now, we must have theory.
There is no body of knowledge in existence
which can offer us ready-made formulas
for solving our problems, which are abso-
lutely unprecedented. We ' ourselves must
discover the answers. This means, of
course, that we must not merely learn the
science that already exists, but we must
add to the body of scientific knowledge that
has been accumulated. in the past. We
must develop that knowledge further by
applying it to nmew problems. Every new
development in science has always been
based upon the study and mastery of ex-
isting science. Without that we would be
like infants, striking out hopelessly in the
dark. But our study of science becomes
barren scholasticism unless we master it
consciously with the aim of using it and
developing it to solve the new problems.

Since it is more or less universally recog-
nized that we stand in need of social
science, we would do well to become con--
scious of that body of social theory which
is so much a part of our unconscious heri-
tage, a theory which is part of a world
view, and whose outstanding exponent in
America was Thomas Jefferson. It would
be idle to hope to find exact answers to the
specific questions of our times in the phi-
losophy of Thomas Jefferson. However,
we would restrict our capacity to meet new
difficulties were we to fail to master the
theory and method which Jefferson enun-
ciated.

IN oUR colonial period, Calvinism was

the predominant and dynamic intellec--
tual current by which most of our leaders
were guided. Calvinism also deserves study,
far more than it has ever received. There
were several distinct variations of Calvin-
ism, which reflected the needs and interests
of different classes: (1) official, orthodox
Puritanism, (2) Congregationalism, and
(3) separatism, which, in the form of the
Baptist Church, among others, joined
forces with Jeffersonian democracy and
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helped establish our great American tradi-
tion of freedom of religion along with
freedom of speech, press, and assembly, as
well as universal suffrage. That the Bap-
tists and other separatist churches joined
forces with the Jeffersonian Party is an
important fact to remember. It marks the
stamina of a variety of Calvinism which is
very strong and widespread to this day,
and indicates Jefferson’s marvelous skill as
a democratic leader. Though possessed of a
more adyanced theory, he knew how to
unite with all those possessed of demo-
cratic aspirations, regardless of their par-
ticular world views.

Calvinism has been very persistent in our
national life. After the War of 1812, prag-
matism in practice, long before William
James and John Dewey formulated it as a
philosophy, took the place of political theory.
Eighteenth-century theory of a,reactionary
variety continued as a political philosophy
predominantly among the slaveholders. In
this situation, the Abolitionists revived Cal-
vinism as a revolutionary moral force, some
of them introducing into the old Calvinist
tradition the new transcendentalist philos-
ophy stemming from Immanuel Kant and
Johann Gottlieb Fichte, the forerunners of
Hegel. It was under the banner of Cal-
vinism and moral idealism, conceived as
identical with Jeffersonian democracy, that
the Union armies marched into battle dur-
ing the Civil War, manifesting a religious
zeal very similar to that of the armies whe
fought under Oliver Cromwell during the
Puritan Revolution in England.

Marxian theory, stimulated by problems
which did not exist in Jefferson’s day, made
its first imprint on the American labor
movement during the years of Abolitionist
struggle preceding the Civil War. And
Marxists in America have slowly learned—
and are still learning — the relations be-
tween their theory and Jeffersonian democ-
racy. To understand Marxian theory, the
most advanced social science of our epoch,
it is absolutely necessary to understand bour-
geois democratic philosophy, of which Jef-
ferson was the spokesman. There is also a
connection, less direct but nonetheless real,
between Marxism and Calvinism, which
still colors the outlook of the vast majority
of American Protestants. While the study
of Calvinism for the purpose of understand-

ing America’s intellectual life today, as well

as in the past, should not be ignored, the
understanding of Jeffersonian theory is of
course far more important.

It is not sufficiently realized that Jeffer-
son’s economic and social program was
based upon a systematic world view. Jeffer-
son always regarded natural science as the
sole avenue to knowledge. For his philoso-
phy, he relied upon a synthesis of the find-
ings of all the natural sciences. Within the
category of natural science, he of course
included social science, since he always con-
ceived of human society as a part of nature
and subject to natural law. Since the sci-
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ences were undergoing enormous develop-
ment, which he sought to further, Jefferson
definitely conceived of philosophy not as a
static body of dogma, but as essentially
dynamic. Like most of the advanced think-
ers of his day, he believed that the outlook
of the natural sciences definitely demands a
materialist philosophy, and he ‘subscribed to
mechanistic atomic materialism, which had
been revived from antiquity folowing the
Renaissance. (See Jefferson’s letter to John
Adams in the Monticello edition of his
Writings, XV, pp. 266-7; 273-6.) This
led him back to the ancient philosophy of
Epicurus, which, through Jefferson, exer-
cised a profound influence on American
thought. (Ford edition, X, pp. 6, 143,
146.)

FROM the modern revival of Epicurean

.materialism, Jefferson derived his con-
cept of the end of human life. The rejec-
tion of any doctrine that human beings are
dependent on the supernatural, the view of
man as a material being, inevitably involved
the rejection of any end for human life
other than that of the utmost human per-
fection, which he, like Epicurus, identified
with happiness. The end of man was man.
Jefferson wrote this concept into the Decla-
ration of Independence, in which America
announced the aim of guaranteeing to men
the inalienable right to the pursuit of hap-
piness, This was something new and revo-
lutionary in the history of humanity. It ran

- completely counter to the whole theory of

European states in the past, which through
their established churches had enunciated
the end of human life as preparation for
heaven, for which purpose Ahuman happi-
ness, defined as sinful, had to be rooted out
in the fires of a purgatorial discipline. This
doctrine meant a complete rejection of the

theological dogma that man, the son of -

Adam, is by definition sinful and that hu-
man happiness is thus evil and blasphemous.
Nothing could have had such a liberating
effect on the human mind as this concept
of humanity as essentially innocent and
good rather than evil. Through Thomas
Jefferson, this outlook became a part of the
American view of life in general.

Jefferson was not an atheist. The inabil-
ity of science and of mechanistic material-
ism in his day to prove the dynamic charac-
ter of matter and the resulting concept of
matter as consisting of inert bodies in space
led igevitably to the concept of an external

force outside of matter as the prime mover.
Some philosophers had speculated on the
possibility of self-moving bodies, but this
was no more than a bold hypothesis. The
problem of motion and the proved inade-
quacies of the Epicurean eternal fall through
infinite space as the source of movement,
therefore, led most of the eighteenth-cen-
tury materialists to conceive of God as the
first mover. This concept was a speculative

. hypothesis rather than an article of religious

faith, and the Deists, as these materialists
were called, sought to explain all move-
ments following the first motion in terms
of mechanical law alone.

In reviving Greek materialism, the
thinkers of the seventeenth and eighteenth
century added something that was missing
from that philosophy in antiquity. This was
a theory of society. The roots of that theory
may be found in the fragments of Epicurus
(Principal Doctrines, XXXI-XXXVI),
but they were not devéloped. This absence
of a social theory in ancient materialism
helps explain the triumph of Christianity. As
Jefferson expressed it, “In developing our
duties to others, they (the ancient material-
ists) were short and defective.” (Mont.
ed.,, X, 382.) Elsewhere, he declared,
“Epictetus and Epicurus gave laws for gov=
erning ourselves; Jesus a supplement of the
duties and charities we owe to others.”
(Ibid, XV, 220.) Thus, Jefferson recog-
nized the sublimity of the moral code of
primitive Christianity, a religion of the poor
and oppressed, but he grounded it on mate-
rialism rather than theology.

The progressive movement of the bour-
geoisie in modern history, which revived
materialism in the course of its struggle
against feudalism, required the develop-
ment of a materialistic theory of society.
The fragments of Epicurus on the state
were developed, and thus- materialism
evolved a revolutionary social theory, which
made it utterly unlike the quietistic phi-
losophy of Epicurus. Thus, Thomas Jef-
ferson, like Rousseau and the other French
democrats, conceived of happiness as an
end to be achieved not by an individual in
his garden, but by the mass of mankind
uniting to throw off their oppressors and to
orgamize a society based upon the freedom
and equality ‘of all. This was something
absolutely new in the history of man and
in the history of materialist philosophy. In
this way, America played a great historical
role, of which the professors of philosophy
have been largely unconscious.

IT Is an interesting fact that it was a

royalist, Thomas Hobbes, who was re-
sponsible for the beginning of the develop-
ment of the materialist theory of the state.
This is hardly surprising, because it was
naturally the privileged and thus the edu-
cated classes which first had access to an-

cient philosophy after its revival during the
" Renaissance. The revolutionary forces of

seventeenth-century England opposed the
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absolute monarchy of the Stuarts on re-
ligious ‘grounds. It became the custom for
the more “enlightened” Cavaliers to ridi-
cule the religious zeal of the Puritans.
While through the Anglican Church the
Cavaliers had their religious defense against
Puritanism, it was inevitable that one of
their philosophers-should try to justify abso-
lute monarchy in materialist terms, as
Hobbes did in his epoch-making Leviathan.

The result was inevitably a theoretical
failure, for from the motions of bodies in
space, it is impossible to derive the.emer-
gence of absolute power embodied in
human beings. Contrary to his intentions,
therefore, Hobbes elaborated that theory
of the state which John Locke purged of

. an inherent contradiction in his Second

Treatise on Civil Government. By deriv-
ing sovereignty from natural right, which
resides in the people, Locke showed that
that natural right inescapably includes the
right of revolution.

Not only did Locke develop the con-
tract theory of the state consistently, as
Hobbes had not, but he popularized the
materialist theory of the origin of ideas.
He delivered a devastating attack upon the
feudal doctrine of innate ideas, which re-
gards the human mind as fundamentally
static. Feudal theologians had claimed to
find in the logical hierarchy of ideas,
ranging from the idea of the most univer-
sal being, God, to that of the lowest indi-
vidual thing, an innate order in the human
mind corresponding to the feudal organ-
ization not only of society but of the whole
universe. By revealing the origin of ideas
in material environment, John Locke
smashed the conception of. an unchanging
human nature and revealed the possibility
of changing and perfecting man through
perfecting his environment. This idea of
the infinite perfectability of man was a
revolutionary thought indeed, and in it lies
the foundation of all modern democratic
philosophy, including the whole theory of
universal public education. The philosophy
of John Locke became the fundamental
theory on which the democratic philosophy
of America was erected.

Jefferson in America and Rousseau in
France, moving along parallel lines, de-
veloped John Locke’s theory into one
whose practical application resulted in the
formation of the first national democratic
states. All the constitutional conventions,
which became "such an American institu-
tion, were conscious applications of the con-
tract theory of the state. Jefferson’s role as
a political leader for over fifty years in
actually leading a revolution and establish-
ing and stabilizing a democratic federal
government gave to his theory a distinc-
tive concrete realism which is absent in the
purely theoretical and abstract writings of
Rousseau.

Seeking to find the origin of the actual
differences and inequalities among men
with the great aim of eradicating them,
Jedferson, like Rousseau, traced their origin

to the organization of society, to the ex-
ternal material “environment. Concluding
that men, the products of their environ-
ments, must be equal in strength and intel-
ligence by nature, he undertook to discover
why they endured oppression at the hands
of sovereigns with whom they were by
nature equal. He found the explanation in
the ability of oppressors to hold their sub-
jects in ignorance and to indoctrinate them -
so thoroughly with false knowledge as to
convince them of their inferiority. There-
fore, enlightenment of the mind of man
in the actual discoveries of natural science
and in economic and political facts was re-
garded as” the absolutely necessary pre-
requisite for any struggle for freedom. It
was for this purpose that the philosophers of
France circulated popular scientific tracts
and launched their encyclopedia, and that
Jefferson supported similar activities and
worked for a system of education based on
the teaching of science and philosophy.

REGARDING official state religion as the

main instrument for corrupting the
mind of man, Jefferson considered separa-
tion of church and state and freedom to ex-
press any and all opinions relating to religion
as absolutely the first condition for establish-

. ing a government which would create and

preserve human freedom. But this was not
enough. He saw that a democratic state
could preserve itself only by educating the
citizens in the principles of natural science
and by submitting to the bar of public
reason all the facts involving their domes-
tic and foreign affairs. For training in the
principles of natural science, free public
education at state expense, free from any
control by a church or by any private
vested jnterest, was absolutely prerequisite.
For enlightenment on public affairs, he
helped establish two institutions as organs
of adult public enlightenment—a free
press, financed by the people rather than
by the rich, and local neighborhood clubs
of workingmen and democratic intellec-
tuals, which should inform and organize
the people for action on both local and na-
tional issues.

Finally, Jefferson saw with absolute
clarity that the ownership of property by
the mass of the people was absolutely neces-
sary to preserve real, as distinct from for-
mal, democracy and as the means of keep-
ing the schools, the press, and the political
party of the people free from control by
vested interests. It was for this reason that
he considered farmers “the most vigor-
ous, the most independent, the most virtu-
ous {(citizens) . . . tied to their country, and
wedded to its liberty and interests by the
most lasting bonds.” (Ford ed. IV, 88.)
In his day, widespread ownership of land
was the only conceivable method of pre-
serving economic security and providing
an economic foundation for democracy.

Jefferson envisioned the establishment of
a continental democracy in America—a
new and unheard of thing—as the first
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step toward democratic struggles which
would eventually spread round the globe
-and liberate all mankind. He had no illu-
sions, however, about the difficulties to be
surmounted before this should occur. He
knew that it would not take place quickly
or easily, for he foretold that before it could
occur “rivers of blood must yet flow and
But he con-
sidered that it would be worth the cost, and
he did not doubt that humanity would win
its complete and worldwide freedom.

We are participating today in the first
worldwide struggle in the direction of that
vision which Jefferson saw when he “sur-
veyed the problems of the future.” To study
the philosophy of Thomas Jeﬂerson will
help us to understand the perspective of our
leaders today—our President and the
Prime Minister and Premier of our major
allies—who, in the spirit of Jefferson, are
seeing in clear detail the pathway to what
Jefferson necessarily saw more obscurely.

Not only is our President a successor of
Jefferson. It will help American friendship
with our Soviet ally to realize that Joseph
Stalin has been motivated throughout his
adult life by a philosophy whose historical
roots must be traced to the same democratic
theory as that applied in America so bril-
liantly by Thomas Jefferson. Premier
Stalin is a Marxist and his government was
founded on Marxist principles.

Karl Marx elaborated his theory (1) by
overcoming the limitations of mechanistic
materialism, fusing it with the dialectic
method of Hegel, thereby creating the new
philosophy of dialectical materialism as the
foundation of the science of Marxism; and
(2) by reformulating the program of de-
mocracy in the light of the new problems
created by the capitalist transformation of
ruined farmers into an industrial working
class. Most Americans have never realized
the connection between Jefferson and
Marx, because Marx derived his original
inspiration from the democratic philosophers
of Europe. But the French materialists who
influenced Marx so profoundly derived
their views from John Locke, and voiced
in France the same views which Jefferson
espoused in America. However, Jefferson
applied ‘their teachings more elaborately,
over a longer period of time, and more
realistically than the French philosophers
could. Just because he joined theory with
practice in the course of founding and
guiding our government, Thomas Jeffer-
son, who died when Karl Marx was only
eight years old, approached far closer to
Marxist philosophy than did the French
writers, )

The ‘intellectual kinship between the
English heritage stemming from John
Locke, the American heritage derived from
Thomas Jefferson, and the Soviet heritage
flowing from Karl Marx should help ce-
ment an ntellectual, as well as a military,

veconomic, and political friendship among
the peoples of these great powers.
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SHOSTAKOVICH'S EIGHTH SYMPHONY

By PAUL ROSAS

ECENTLY the New York Philhar-
monic under the direction of Rod-
zinski gave the first American per-

formance of Shostakovich’s Eighth Sym-
phony. While it is difficult to judge a
serious work at its first hearing, neverthe-
less the cumulative knowledge of the com-
poser’s previous works puts one into an
anticipatory mood. And Shostakovich does
not disappoint one’s expectations. The
symphony is a serious and intense work
projected on a large scale with great mu-
sical inventiveness and done with excellent
craftsmanship. It contains long, involved

melodic lines, and though its details have
great complexity it possesses on the whole
a relatively simple structure. While the sec-
ond movement has many fine, light, hu-
morous, and satirical passages so typical of
Shostakovich, and while the finale of the
last movement resolves into a very effective
and relaxing major mood, the symphony’s
best part is undoubtedly the somewhat in-
trospective first movement. In this the
composer develops his long, slow-moving
lyrical passages into a growing intensity.
By relatively simple but effective scoring,
especially for the high strings, he builds up

to a tremendous, protracted climax, which,
as it breaks suddenly, jumps into its op-
posite, producing a fine closing mood of
calm serenity. Unfortunately he tries to
maintain this mood too long and thus ne-
gates some of the dramatic effect of the
whole movement.

The extreme lengthiness here, as well
as in his other works, so often lamented by
his critics, is, however, only a minor fault,
and can be corrected with a blue pencil, if
necessary. What is more significant is that
while one recognizes Shostakovich’s serious
intent and sincerity and admires the skilled
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craftsmanship with which he manipulates

his themes and instruments, one is left
with a definite feeling that the composer
lacks emotional depth, warmth, and inte-
gration and thus fails to fuse the various
successful elements in his compositions into
a living whole and to produce in the lis-
tener a real, deep inner emotional experi-
ence. And thls is after all the final crite-
rion of all great art.

Possibly because of a somewhat sxmﬁar
psychological make-up, Rodzinski seems to
make a good Shostakovich interpreter.

-What is striking about Shostakovich’s
musical style is its somewhat eclectic
nature and the absence of a distinctive
Russian character. As I pointed out
last year in a review of his Sixth Sym-
phony, he does not seem to be anchored in
the music of his people and fails to draw
from it dignity, power, and majesty as
did Mussorgsky and Tschaikovsky. While
he seems to recognize the necessity for
rooting his art in the life and struggles of
the people to whom he belongs, he has
never completely succeeded in translating
this intellectual concept into a musical,
emotional reality.

A word must be said here concerning
the anti-Soviet overtones in the program
notes which, while praising Shostakovich,
insinuate that he has retained his “artistic
integrity” despite the attempts of the Soviet
government to meddle in the “pure’® art
of a great man in order to use it for po-
litical purposes. It is about time that ma-
ture writers on music give up their theory
of the “lone wolf” genius and begin to
realize that the works of every artist are
conditioned by the surroundings out of
which he has grown and which continue
to act upon him throughout his life.

A short investigation of the facts would
show that the Soviet Union’s aim has been
not only to develop healthy human beings
but also to develop a correspondingly
wholesome and positive type of art. It
would further show that Shostakovich in
the past, like many of his fellow artists
thyoughout the world, had gradually de-
, veloped a predilection for channelizing his
great abilities mainly in the direction of
clever, decadent cynicism and musical
tricks, which had reached their climax in
his opera Lady Macbeth of Mzensk. It
would show furthermore that only after
his fellow composers and musicians for
years had vainly tried to convince him of
the artistic futility of the direction he was
following that the State Opera Company,
as a last resort, closed down on the per-
formances of this work—which incidental-
ly had a longer run in the Soviet Union
than any modern opera in any other coun-
try of the world. The consequences of this
social and political pressure exercised upon
Shostakovich proved to be definitely bene-
ficial, for it resulted in the composer’s rec-
ognizing his errors and in his concentrating
increasingly in the direction of serious and
positive works of art.

Such a pressure in the right direction
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cannot of course transform Shostakovich
into a genius of the caliber of Tschaikov-
sky or Beethoven. But it can do what the
Soviet Union is trying to do with human
beings in all fields of life—namely, give
them the material opportunities, the psy-
chological incentives, and the guidance
based on the experience of the past which
will enable them to develop their inherent
potentialities to their fullest extent.

A Coolidge Takes a Wife

ANOTI—LER turtle may now be heard in

the land. In Zoe Akins’ comedy, Mrs.
January and Mr. Ex, he is considerably
older and less fluttery than in van Dru-

ten’s, but he is every bit as ingratiating and

much wittier. Together with Arthur Sir-
com, Elliot Nugent took time out from the
pursuit of Margaret Sullavan to stage
Billie Burke’s unfaltering campaign for
what, for lack of another word, may be
called Frank Craven’s heart. As a play
carpenter, Miss Akins is no van Druten,
and her play is over-populated and uneven;
but Mrs. January and Mr. Ex is a vastly
amusing and often hilarious comedy.
.However, this is a minority report: for
reasons inscrutable to me, the critical fra-
ternity was not entertained. Most of the
reviewers complained about slimness of
plot. But curiously enough, the comedy
lags only during the brief period in the
second act when Mrs. January’s children
and her brother scheme to force her to
resume her position as one of America’s
wealthiest women. For the rest of the eve-
ning, it is light and swift in its portrayal
of what happens when an ‘“unrécon-
structed Communist,” as Mrs. January

describes herself, meets such a thorough

conservative as Mr. Martin Luther
Cooper, Republican ex-president of the
United States.

Mrs. January, having long ago been
convinced that the Communist revolution
is inevitable, has brought up her children
to be extremely tough and -aggressive. Be-
lieving in the justice of this revolution, she
now rents half of Mr. Cooper’s small New
England cottage with the intention of fur-
ther preparing them for the hardships of
poverty which is to fall equally upon all.
She brings with her a full complement of
servants whom she houses in a distant man-
sion, two cars, saddle horses, and an in-
credible number of trunks. And having
thus proved the utter sincerity of her belief
in the coming revolution, she sets out both
to woo the Coolidge Cooper and to liberal-
ize him. The contrast and inter-play be-
tween this wonderfully confused, fluffy-
minded, sentimental amourist who thinks
Stalin is a reactionary but still very good,
and the cautious tight-mouthed Republican
who considers Willkie a radical, makes for
delicious satire.

Billie Burke was never more addle-
pated, unpredictable, and feminine. Mrs.

January is made to order for her dizzy
style. But Frank Craven is simply im-
mense. His is the most beautifully ugly face
to be seen on the stage today. Its panto-
mime is so delicately small and yet so rich-
ly expressive that often while Billie Burke
was in full flow of words and gestures, I
found myself watching Craven for the
slightest twinge of reaction. His appear-
ance of helpless amazement when Mrs.
January, believing she has been stripped of
all her money, cheerfully plans to live on
the simple style of the Soviet Embassy, is
more hilarious than the absurdity. And
when, apprised of his renomination as the
Republican candidate for President, she
cries out, ““Then I have also been elected!”
and Craven dryly remarks, “But I shall be
the President,” the house cemes down.-
Indeed, his whole manner is dry to the
point of brittleness, but it is a brittleness
that is electric and crackly and is never
thin.

The rest of the cast does very well in-.
deed. Particularly, Nicholas Joy who is

_ impressive as the malefactor of great

wealth, Barbara Bel Geddes and Henry
Barnard as Mrs. January’s children, and
the bit parts acted by Helen Carew and
Edward Nanary as examples of encrusted
New England chips. The directors have
not only played their "cast with liveliness
but have also managed to give a most
amusing character of change, reflecting the
fortunes of its occupants, to Paul Morri-
son’s SImple setting.

All in all, Mr. Richard Myer’s presenta-
tion at the Belasco is great fun. I hope the
author of The Greeks Had a Word for It
will not keep us waiting so long for her
next play. She is intelligent, adult in her
interests, and witty: all qualities of which
Broadway could use more quantities.

Harry TAvLoR.

For "Fats™ Waller . . .

FEW years ago Thomas “Fats”

Waller stormed staid old Carnegie
Hall. He was the first musician who ever
dared an all-jazz concert to bring down
that musty house. He won. Recently his
music was heard there again when thou-
sands of people came together to pay- trib-
ute to him—a fine artist, 2 man who died
prematurely, a Negro whose music the
Nazis called “degenerate.”

Negro and ‘white, from. radio, theater,
films, and night clubs, they flocked in. And
I venture t6 say that never has there been
such an evening of jazz entertainment.
Bill Robinson, Duke Ellington, Muriel
(Carmen Jones) Rahn, Billie Holliday, -
Mary Lou Williams, Count Basie and his
band, Teddy Wilson and the boys—there
were dozens. I have never seen such .a
spirit of warm participation by both*per-
formers and audience, a spirit that linked
them, made everyone part of a greater
whole. It was beautifully demonstrated
when Paul Draper did one of his marvel-
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ous tap improvisations to the music of a
“pick-up” band. Some of the boys from the
various orchestras got together and im-
provised with Draper—the result was in-

splred teamwork. The same smooth cooper-.

ation was shown in Zero Mostel’s “Jitter-
bug” to Count Basie’s accompaniment; it
was demonstrated by Raymond Edward
Johnson in a magnificent dramatic reading
of “A Negro at a Recruiting Station.”
But more than anything else, this team-
work answered Frederick Woltman of the
Scripps-Howard newspaper chain. Two
days before the concert Woltman came out
in the New York World-Telegram with

_an attack on the concert and on the Amer-

ican Youth for Democracy, which spon-
sored the .affair. Red-baiter Woltman
smeared generously, but he got nowhere.
Not a single performer, not one person
was scared off. For three hours and a half
they gave and listened. And together with
enjoying Fats’ “Honeysuckle Rose,”
“Ain’t Misbehavin’,” and “I’m Gonna
Sit Right Down,” they - cheered Rev. A.
Clayton Powell in his moving plea for the
AYD’s project to establish inter-racial
community centers. There’s nothing much
you can do on a piano with the black keys
alone, he said, and there’s very little else
you can manage with the white keys, but
put the two together—that’s music. “Fats”
put the two together—that’s music. Fats
Waller’s kind.
Marjorie De Armand.

The Chaplin Trial

THE greater part of the press during

the Chaplin trial reminded one of Der
Sturmer, the Nazi sheet dedicated to por-
nography and anti-Semitism. Julius Strei-
cher, its editor, has been foraging in gar-
bage cans for years. The old Police Gazette
stuff with a political angle—it keeps peo-
ple’s minds off the real problems. And this
sort of tactic was paralleled in America
when one of the greatest artists of this or
any other time was smeared with a flimsy
sex charge and hauled into court for only
one reason—he happened to be a straight-
thinking and right sort of guy.

Several years ago the Hearst press and
its satellites began a long drawn-out cam-
paign against Chaplin. The Chief and his
associates didn’t like the comedian’s Great
Dictator, one of the most telling and force-
ful anti-fascist satires in the history of mo-
tion pictures. So the Chief, noted for his
efficient network of communications with
his editors all over the country, gathered
his carrier pigeons and bade them God-
speed and bad cess to Chaplin. That started
it, and in varying forms the persecution
was continued—it’s an ancient technique
which Hearst has perfected with practice on
many of Hollywood’s progressive win-the-
war films and personalities.

Then came his big chance. In 1942
Chaplin came to New York—expressly to
make a second front speech at Carnegie
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Hall. In that speech, among other things,
he pulled no punches in making a connec-
tion between the virulent America Firsters,
Hearst, and one of Hearst’s negotiated-
peace allies, the Chicago Tribune. Now
the way was open—now they’d get that
scalp. The Hearst power house went to
work. An alleged violation of the Mann
Act "was always good; they began the
smear drive. Nor is it accidental that dur-
ing the so-called paternity trial to come,
the attorney for the “persecution” will be
a Mr. Joseph Scott, well known in Cali-
fornia as a Franco-lover and anti-Sovieteer.
The addition is simple. The total mounts.

But it’s a victory—this acquittal of Chap-
lin. It’s another setback for the Hearsters,
and it proves again that the old enemies
of the West Coast movie industry are hav-
ing trouble gaining the ground they seek.
In the words of Paul Robeson and other
stars of the theater and screen: “I think the
acquittal of Chaplin was magnificent. He is
the greatest artist of our time, perhaps of
all time, in the theater. His acquittal speaks
wonderfully for our juries, our court, our
democratic system.’ All of us echo it.

M. DEe A.

Air Power
(Continued from page 18)

England. Their creation is a very encour-
aging step. However, even if similar units
in the Mediterranean are included, tactical
forces comprise only a minor fraction of
the entire Anglo-American air forces and
are still too rigidly centralized. A recent
announcement of the British Ministry of
Aircraft Production indicates, furthermore,
that a greater proportion than ever of Brit-
ish manufacturing facilities is to be devoted
to four-motored bombers. More progress,
therefore, needs to be made toward the
transformation of air power as a whole.

We have made mistakes and we will
correct them. For there is no doubt that
the Cassino affair has set many military
men to revising concepts and ideas. Unfor-
tunately much of the “experts’” discussion
about Cassino does more harm than good.
It tends to create the feeling that we have
so much to learn that large scale battles
should be delayed until we have become
complete masters of every art of war—in
other words to delay endlessly the opening
of the second front. And the anti-second
fronters have taken advantage of this kind
of thinking. The fact is that combat is the
best teacher. We can also learn a good deal
from the sound principles around whigh
the Soviet military machine is organized.
It has brought the Wehrmacht to the edge
of defeat and enabled us to produce a suf-
ficient number of the right kind of planes
—single and twin-engined fighters, ground
strafers, tank-busters, low-altitude bomb-
ers and medium bombers—notwithstanding
what is, in my opinion, our construction of
an unnecessary number of four-engined
sledgehammers.
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N THE COMING MONTHS of this crucial election year, NEW MASSES plans a wider coverage
than ever before of the domestic political issues throughout the country. So that our readers
will not be limited by geographical areas in their knowledge and interpretation of events, we
plan, in the immediate coming weeks, comprehensive articles on every sector of the home front.
A main highlight will be a series by Bruce Minton, formerly NM’s Washington editor. En route to
California, where he will take over as the magazine's West Coast representative, he is stopping
off in the key centers of political activity, and we will shortly publish his analyses of the strategic
states, with particular attention to Ohio, Kentucky, Wisconsin, Missouri, and California. *

And there will be special emphasis on labor, on the trade unions and their vital political role. On
tap is, among other things, an article by Editor Joseph North on the Political Action Committees—
‘how they were built, how they have functioned, their future importance.

In every corner of the country our correspondents are busy. You will soon read in NM stories from
Illinois, Michigan, California, from the South. And, of course, our regular weekly coverage from
Washington.

-~

This is a year of crisis. So that you will be able to keep up with what is going on everywhere,
throughout the forty-eight states—Subscribe to NEW MASSES now.

% NOTE TO OUR CHICAGO READERS: Mr. Minton will speak Sunday, April 23, at 3:00 p.m., at the Grand Ballroom of the
Hamilton Hotel, 20 S. Dearborn Street. His topic: The Secret Plot Against America, which is the subject of John L. Spivak's
sensational series currently appearing in this magazine. Mr. Minton will speak under the auspices of the Friends of the NEW
MASSES in Chicago. Among the sponsors invited to attend, and appear on the platform to participate in the question and
discussion period following Mr. Minton's address are: Earl B. Dickerson, former alderman and member of the President's Fair
Employment Practice Committee; Frank M. Davis, executive editor of the Associated Negro Press; Harvey O'Connor, author
of "Mellon's Millions" and other books; John Bernard, former Congressman from Minnesota.
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